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IF I WERE PRESIDENT 



By ALLAN L. BENSON, Socialist Candidate For President. 

Here is an article by Allan L. Benson, Socialist candidate for presi- 
dent, that appears in the current issue of the weekly magazine, "Every 
Week". In pointing out why this article was published the editor of 
"Every Week" has the following to say: 

"In a vague sort of way, you and I know something about Socialism. 
But the question I have frequently asked myself is, 'Suppose the Social- 
ists were really to elect a President — what specifically would he do?* 
I put the question up to Mr. Allan L. Benson, whom the Socialist Party 
has- nominated for the presidency, and his answer is here passed on to 
you. It is a good thing for an editor once in a while to print an article, 
with every single paragraph of which he disagrees". 

"Every Week's" editor, however, will be surprised to learn how 
many of his readers agree* with many, if not all of the paragraphs, ap- 
pearing in the article which is as follows: 



IF I WERE President of the United 
States, I would keep the country 
out of war over technicalities of 
international law as long as I had the 
power to get the country into war. 
But at the earliest moment I woutd 
try to divest myself of the power to 
get the country into war. The quest- 
ion of whether a nation shall go to 
war or remain at peace is too often 
determined by its foreign policies. I 
do not believe that any man should 
have the power to determine whether 
a nation shall go to war or remain at 
peace. I believe that the foreign pol- 
icies of this government should be 
determined by Congress; and that the 
people, by referendum, should have 
the power to halt Congress. 

I belieye that diplomacy should be 
transferred from the dark to the day- 
light; that the people should be kept 
constantly, promptly, and fully in- 
formed as to the progress of their 
diplomatic affairs; and that even 
Congress should be denied -the right 
tc make war, except to repel actual 
invasion. I believe that if we were to 
attack any other nation, we should do 
so only after a majority of the people 
had so voted, and that those who vot- 
ed for war should be immediately 
drafted into the army. Inasmuch as 
there can be for a nation no happiness 
except in peace, I should immediately 
urge the people to place under their 
own control diplomacy and the war- 
making power. 

* * * * 
Twenty Supreme Court Judges. 

PEACE having been safeguarded in 
this manner, I should go about it to 
try to make peace worth while for 
everybody in this country by prevent- 
ing everybody from taking from any- 
body any part of the value produced 
by his labor. In other words, I should 
urge Congress to get rid of the pro- 
fit-taking capitalist class by acquir- 
ing and operating, upon behalf of the 
people, the great industries and the 
great natural resources of the United 
States. If the Congress were a So- 
cialist Congress, it would be but a 
matter of form to make the suggest- 
ion. If the Supreme Court of the 
United States were, as it is, a capital- 
ist court, it would undoubtedly, if it 
had an opportunity, declare such 
legislation to be unconstitutional. If 
it were a capitalist court, I should try 
to make sure that it had no such op- 
portunity. I would suggest to the 
Congress that it increase the court 
from nine to twenty, and I would 
nominate eleven Socialist lawyers to 
complete the court — and outvote the 
other nine. 

There is nothing sacred about the 
number nine as applied to this court. 
In the beginning it was composed of 
six justices, and, under President 
Grant, Congress increased it from 
seven to eight. The court had decided 
adversely to the administration in the 
so-called "Legal Tender Cases," and 
the extra judge was added to enable 
Grant to appoint a man who would 
reverse the court's decision, which he 
did. But, while we should have res- 
pectable authority for increasing the 
court to get our decisions, we should 
use such measures only temporarily. 
As quickly as a constitutional amend- 
ment could be put thru the State 
legislatures, we should take from the 
court its usurped power to pass upon 
the constitutionality of acts of Con- 
gress. I say "usurped" because the 
Constitution gives the court no such 
power, and the court for years after 
its creation claimed no such power. 
* * * * 

Congress Should Operate Railroads. 

INASMUCH as transportation lies 
at the bottom of our industrial and 
social system, I should urge Congress, 
first, to acquire and operate the rail- 
roads. I should be in favor of buying 
the railroads and paying in govern- 
ment bonds what it would actually 
cost to reproduce them. I would sug- 
gest that the bonds be drawn to run 
fifty years, and that from the earn- 
ings of the roads 2 per cent, of the 
face value of the bonds be taken every 
year and placed in a sinking fund for 
their redemption at maturity. 



I should advise that all of the great 
industries and all of our great natural 
resources be acquired in the same 
manner — by paying in long-term gov- 
ernment bonds. If there were deter- 
mined insistence — say by the Beef 
Trust — that the cost of reproducing 
its plant was some fabulous figure, 
I should urge Congress to get at the 
exact' facts by entering the packing 
business in competition with the trust 
and selling meat at cost. A govern- 
ment plant half the size of the trust's 
would squeeze out the truth. The ex- 
ploitive value of the trust's properties 
would be gone, and only their actual 
value as physical assets would re- 
main. Whenever necessary, I would 
urge the application of the same prin- 
ciple of governmental competition fcr 
the ascertainment of real values. I 
doubt, however, whether it would be 
necessary to make more than one 
demonstration. 

We have been trying for many 
years to reduce the price of anthra- 
cite coal, with the result that we have 
gained a number of legal "victories," 
while the price of coal has continued 
to ascend. I would urge Congress to 
acquire and operate the coal mines. 
I would urge that the present owners 
be paid in government bonds a sum 
equivalent to the cost of reproducing 
their machinery and buildings. 1 
should not be in favor of paying a 
cent to anybody who may pretend to 
own the coal in the ground. What no 
man made no man should be paid for. 

* * * * 

Government Farms and Farm Mach- 
inery. 

THE UNITED States Department 
of Agriculture a few months ago is- 
sued a bulletin, the substance* of 
which was that small farms could not 
be made to pay; that considerable 
capital is required to make agriculture 
remunerative. We also know that land 
in many States is becoming s,o ex- 
pensive that farmers can not afford 
to own it — a fact, that is proved by. 
the constant increase in the per- 
centage of farms tilled by tenants. 
In Iowa, where land is exceedingly 
high, the last census revealed an ac- 
tual loss of population. 

I regard high-priced land in a na- 
tion a great deal as physicians regard 
high blood-pressure in a human body 
— as a danger sign. I should, there- 
fore, go energetically about it to re- 
move the danger — which is, I believe, 
the private ownership of land for ex- 
ploitive purposes. I should urge the 
Congress to enact a law. under the 
terms of which the government should 
immediately acquire, at the cost of 
the buildings and farm machinery, 
every farm owned by one individual 
and rented by another, and also every 
farm operated by a corporation. 

I should not be in favor of disturb- 
ing by governmental purchase any 
farmer who is tilling his own land. 
But in another way I should try to 
disturb every farmer who is tilling 
his own land. I should try to disturb 
him by illustrating to him how much 
better it would be to have the owner- 
ship of all farm lands lie in the gov- 
ernment. I should urge the Congress 
to erect good, comfortable modern 
houses and barns on such tenant 
farms as the government might ac- 
quire. I should urge that such farms 
be equipped with all needed farm 
machinery, and that of the best kind. 
I should let such farms be used upon 
the payment of a small sum annually 
tc cover depreciation of buildings and 
farm machinery. I should charge 
nothing for the use of the land. 

* * * * 

Efficiency Not the Only Thing. 

I BELIEVE that such freedom of 
movement would take away some of 
the drudgery of farm life. I believe 
it would do the California farmer 
good to farm in New York for a while, 
and I believe it would do the New 
York farmer good to farm in Califor- 
nia for a while. Something might or 
might not be lost in efficiency. But 
efficiency is not the only thing in this 
world that is worth while. The enjoy- 
ment of life is worth something. 



I should not be in favor of com- 
pelling the farmer whp operates his 
own farm to sell it t<? the government. 
But my constant purpose would be to 
illustrate the advantages to be deriv- 
ed by operating farms owned by the 
United States, where everything from 
houses to hoes were supplied by the 
government. My ideal would be a 
farm owned by the United States 
government for every citizen of the 
linited States who might wish to 
operate one — and every farm in the 
country owned by the government. 

I should work toward this ideal be- 
cause I believe that agriculture must 
ever be the foundation of our pros- 
perity; that capital is necessary to 
make it "pay"; and that the small 
farmer, operating upon the competi- 
tive basis, can not often accumulate 
the necessary capital. Moreover, I be- 
lieve that everybody in 'this country 
should have the right to make a liv- 
ing by applying his labor to the soil. 
We have here enough land to support 
in comfort ten times our present 
population. Only the law prevents us 
from using it; therefore I would 
change the law. 

I should pay little or no attention 
to the foreign commerce of the 
United States. I should pay every at- 
tention to the domestic consumption 
of the United States. I should pro- 
ceed upon the theory that, in so far 
as material things can conduce to 
our happiness, we are made happy, 
not by what we ship abroad, but by 
what we consume at home. We Jiave 
in this country every important raw 
material that we require. I would 
put the energy of this government 
back of the task of developing our 
national resources to the full measure 
of our needs. I would have the govern- 
ment become a gigantic housebuilder, 
a gigantic fuuniture manufacturer, a 
gigantic food producer — a gigantic 
maker and distributor of everything 
material that is necessary to life and 
happiness. So long as there was an 
unfulfilled need that a factory could 
fill, I would have the government 
build more factories. I should con- 
sider it a reflection upon my ad- 
ministration and upon the Socialist 
party if, after the enactment of our 
program, there were in America a 
hungry child, an involuntarily idle 
man, or a woman working for ten 
dollars a week. 

I would have the government in- 
dustrially big, but I would have the 
people politically bigger. I should 
urge laws under which the people 
could throw me upon my back at any 
moment, as well as any Other man 
or body of men connected with the 
administration of the gcvernment. I 
should urge that the people be given 
the power, to recall, at any moment, 
any and every public servant. I should 
urge that the people be given the 
right, by direct ballot, to enact and 
repeal laws. I believe in the dem- 
ocratic, both in politics and in in- 
dustry. Either the people have the 
absolute right to rule everything con- 
nected with the government, or they 
have a right to rule nothing. 

Instead of building battleships, I 
should try to get rid of things that 
bring battleships into use. I shoujd 
urge Congress to abandon all of our 
colonial possessions and back up on 
to this continent where we belong, 
and where, if attacked, we should be 
strongest in defense. I would take no 
chance of having to wage a war 8000 
miles away from home. 

* * * * 

Monroe Doctrine Should Be Aban- 
doned. 

I SHOULD abandon the Monroe 
Doctrine at the earliest possible 
moment. It was enacted to safeguard 
ouv peace, but it has become one of 
the greatest menaces to our peace. It 
has become little more than a fuse 
hanging from our window. Any pas- 
ser-by can light it. It takes from us 
and gives to others the power to say 
whether Ave shall remain at peace. We 
might ultimately have war if some 
European nation should colonize 
South America; but we should surely 
have instant war if we should try to 
prevent it. I am not aware that it 
would be a much greater undertaking 
to bring an army from Europe to the 
United States than from South Amer- 
ica to the United States, and there- 
fore I do not believe that keeping 
European governments out of South 
America adds anything to our secur- 
ity. Moreover, I am not so attached 
to the Mexicans that I believe we 
should have fared worse if the French 
had remained in Mexico when they 
went in under Napoleon III. 

I concede the right of all peoples 
to self-government; in fact, I assert 
it. It would be morally wrong for any 
nation to try to force its' government 
upon any other people. But no nation 
can wisely undertake to stop all the 
moral wrongs that are taking place 



in the world. I believe we shouid safe- 
guard our own peace, and let the rest 
of the world get along as best it can. 
Nationally speaking, the Don Quixote 
iole does not appeal to me. Let us 
cease wronging other nations — as we 
wronged Panama, for instance, when 
President Eoosevelt "took" the Canal 
Zone — before we trouble ourselves 
too much about preventing other na- 
tions from wronging South and Cen- 
tral Americans. 

* * * * 

Preparedness for Defense Only. 

I BELIEVE I have indicated a 
number of ways in which a Socialist 
government could diminish the likeli- 
hood of war, the most important of 
which is the removal of competition 
With other governments for the 
world's markets. A nation interested 
only in domestic production and con- 
sumption need not concern itself with 
exports and is therefore in less dan- 
ger of attack* Still, such a nation 
might be attacked. 

Some capitalist nation might wish 
to destroy the object lesson to human- 
ity that we sliould be giving on this 
side of the Atlantic. I should be in 
favor of welcoming such invaders, if 
they should come, ' with anchored 
mines that could, be exploded with 
electricity frqm shore, with sub- 
marines, and with land fortifications. 
A thousand Submarines would cost 
no more than 1 a few dreadnoughts; 
yet, if they were stationed at con- 
venient points along our coasts, 
transports would hardly venture near. 
Anchored mines are the things along 
the German coast that have long kept 
the British navy away. Great Britain 
does not try to remove them with her 
mine-sweepers, German submarines 
and land guns prevent. Believing as 
I do in defense, but not in aggression, 
I should advocate weapons that are 
best for defense but worthless for 
aggression. Such are anchored mines, 
coast submarines, and land fortifica- 
tions. 

I should not expect to do all of 
these things in a minute. Yet it is 
not so big a task as it seems. Ger- 
many, France, and Great Britain have 
taken over the control of many of 
tbeir greatest industries in the last 
twenty months, and, in addition, have 
played their several parts in a tre- 
mendous war. I believe a Socialist 
administration in four years should 
make this country the wonder, the 
admiration, and the envy of the world. 
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By Max sherover. 

TRYING hard to excel "In- 
junction-Bill-Taft", the inventor 
of .injunctions against striking 
workers, Judge Jesse Baldwin of the 
Chicago Circuit court, at the behest 
of the attorney of the tannery trust 
signed what is generally conceded to 
be one of the most vicious and labor 
strangling injunctions ever handed 
down from a judicial bench. 

Two weeks ago over 3.000 tannery 
workers, a majority of which are 
Polish, went out on strike against un- 
speakable conditions nrevailing in that 
health and life menacing industry. 
Realizing that their only hope for pro- 
tection against abuses lay in or- 
ganization, they organized a union 
and presented a set of demands and 
backed them up by a strike which 
speaks well for the spirit of solidaritv 
prevailing in their ranks. They struck 
for recognition of the union and 
against a 12 hour day at an average 
wage of $7 per week. The moving 
spirit in the strike, was the Dziennik 
Ludowy, Polish Socialist daily, which 
consistently has instilled a spirit of 
enthusiastic solidarity and common- 
ness of purpose into the ranks* of the 
strikers. 

Try To Silence Paper. 
The manufacturers realizing that 
as long as this courageous paper, the 
spokesman and genuine leader of the 
strike, was loyal to the workers, their 
hope of breaking the strike was vain. 
Believing that . they could buy the 
silence of the Dziennik Ludowy, they 
approached its editors with an $800 
advertising contract as a pure bribe. 
They used this method of "oersuasion" 
with the other papers and succeeded 
but there they were met with a flat 
refusal. Driven to desperation they 
turned to the ever obliging capitalist 
court and secured an injunction which 
superficially applied to the strikers 
but in reality was aimed at the edi- 
tors of the paper. 

When the contents of the injunction 
became generally known, and when 
the editors of Dziennik Ludowy open- 
ly came out and defied its restraining 
provisions, it evoked such a storm of 
protest from the entire Chicago So- 
cialist and Labor movement that 
Judge Baldwin without any solicita- 
tion issued a statement practicaHy 
admitting that he signed the in- 
junction without fully being aware of 
its contents. In other words, it seems 
that he took the bosses' lawyer's word 
that everything was allright and "ac- 
cording to Hoyle". 

The strikers are still fighting their 
battle of life and death and due to 
the effective publicity given their 
cause the workers can prosecute their 
battle with an assurance of complete 
victory. 

• Power of The Press. 

This incident in the class war again 
demonstrates the power of the press. 
It shows how the capitalists well 
know the value of this instrument 
and how ready and willing they are 
to buy it, bribe it, subsidize it and 
use it. The Polish workers of Chicago 
have learned their lesson and they 
have resolved to put the prostituted 
sheets out of business by refusing to 
read them and instead concentrate all 
their energies to maintain and active- 
ly support their own press. The Eng- 
lish speaking workers can well afford 
to make use of this object lesson and 
begin to work for their own press. 



By JOSEPH E. COHEN. 

IT HAS been said — and that is one 
of those things which is worth 
hearing — that Roosevelt was 
driven to enter the 1912 contest in 
order to put some life into it. A cam- 
paign between Messrs. Taft and Wil- 
son would have been a mighty tame 
affair, and, to put in one word men- 
tioning, the Socialist party would 
have been looked to for excitement. 

This particular idea rather dis- 
misses the colonel without benefit of 
clergy. As a matter of fact he wanted 
the nomination and the election. He 
wanted it so badly that he broke his 
word to get it. And he wants it still 
more badly this year. 

Aside from that, a campaign be- 
tween President Wilson and, say, Mr. 
Justice «Hughes would be a very 
dignified but, likewise, a v very tame 
affair. A discussion of such burning 
issues as the splitting of infinitives 
would be highly edifying "north of 
Boston." It would not make for cam- 
paign oratory and would discourage 
red! fire and parades. So that if the 
colonel injects himself into the con- 
test, even if only in the convention 
preliminaries, he is nevertheless 
supplying an amount of ginger that 
will season a four months' diet. 

* * * * 

INSOFAR as the president of these 
United States is concerned, he has 
made it his function to meet possible 
issues by doing away with them. To 
accomplish this he has reversed him- 
self so often that, with regard to the 
offspring of his purposes, it is indeed 
"a wise father that knows his own 
child." But the problem of intellectual 
parentage is entirely his affair. Un- 
less of course, Mr. Justice Hughes, 
who will then be late of the Supreme 
Court, should make it his affair. 

Anyway, the president has taken 
the tariff question ^'out of politics" 
by appointing a Democratic non-par- 
tisan tariff board. Likewise has he 
disposed of the Canal imbroglio far 
enough to shove the matter of tolls 
into a dark corner of the Congres- 
sional pork barrel. likewise is he 
waving the flag over Mexico; the 
eagle screams over the German sub- 
marine and the British cruiser, and 
all is well with our newer diplomacy, 
a la Colonel House. 

What remains then for the Republi- 
can party to do? What but to out- 
Herod Herod with the demand that 
the first and last and all born be 
sacrificed to military preparedness 
and be ready for a slaughter that will 
envelop them at the behest of the 
money overlords? Wilson is ready to 
go part way along the road of blood 
and thunder; Roosevelt cannot stop 
short of a world- holocaust. 

* * * * 

IN SPITE of all should Colonel 
Roosevelt fail of the Republican 
nomination, and be willing to support 
the candidate of that party, even he 
will be hard put to it to tell why his 
second choice, so much inferior to 
himself, should replace Mr. Wilson. 

Not that he might not try to do it. 
He could, if he cared, abandon us to 
our fate and go off in the hunt of 
doubtful rivers and birds that boycott 
barbers, eat harvester machinery and 
make a noise like a bull moose on the 
lookout for office. But he might re- 
main at home and give us the benefit 
of his strenuous self. * 

Stranger things have happened. 
Stranger things are happening. Thus 
the Philadelphia North American, 
foremost bull moose organ in the 
country, is ready to do one of several 
things for the sake of our beloved 
land. Hearken unto it: 

In a recent editorial it took the 
high-minded stand that Roosevelt is 
the greatest American. Only after 
some hesitancy could it bring itself 
to mention men like Lincoln in the 
same breath. As the greatest living 
American the colonel is entitled to 
the nominations of several parties, 
particularly that of the Republican. 

He may not get the nomination. 
This Would be a fearful calamity. 
Still, says the North American, the 
Republican party could redeem itself 
by nominating a man as good as 
Roosevelt. This should not be as dif- 
ficult a feat as at first appears. 

* * * * 

BUT IF it should prove' to be diffi- 
cult and impossible, and should an 
inferior man be named and should 
the colonel so far forget himself and 
his high-minded principles as to en- 
dorse such nominee, then the North 
American would break with Roose- 
velt, greatest man tho he be, and 
exercise the prerogative of lesser men 
— to do as it pleases! 

Is this not gorgeous logic, and is 
it not typical of the exalted state of 
bull moose leadership? With such a 
profoundly thoro confusion of ideas 
among the men who run the Pro- 
gressive party, is it any wonder the 
national committee of that body re- 
frained from making a statement of 
principles upon which it would be 
willing to let the Republican party 
swallow what part of its tail is yet 
outside the Grand Old Party? 
* * * * 

IT MAY be Colonel Roosevelt will 
get the nomination. It may be he will 
be president for life, and then pass 
down the 'White House to his heirs 
and assigns. Or it may be he will 
start the! old parties off on high speed 
for the campaign and let them run 
ahead after that. Or it may be his 
little boom will burst and the puff of 
air which it holds will reach up into 
the azure blue. Who can now tell? 

Of one thing we feel pretty certain: 
The men who own the industries, who 
control the resources and capital, 
who manage the corporations and 
trusts, m short who are this nation's 
rulers, do not care very much which 
one of the many .aspirants is permit- 
ted to do their office work. They can 
all be trusted. _ . 



Chicago "Prepares" To Live; 
Fights "Preparedness" To Die 

By J. L. ENGDAHL. 

CHICAGO has had its "preparedness" parade. The tabulators of the 
jingo press report 130,214 were in line. Lesser parades were held in 
many other cities as an adjunct to the Chicago procession. 
The effect of these parades upon the people of the nation will only 
develop with the passing of time. The jingo press is now interesting itself 
in a recruiting campaign for the national guard. Judged by the results of 
the national recruiting campaign for the regular army carried on by the 
federal government, this militia enlistment effort will prove a dismal failure. 

The Chicago parade, like the New York demonstration, showed that 
conscription had to be resorted to in order to make the affair, a success. And 
the marchers, like the exploited State Street department store girl, pretty 
generally felt, "I don't know what 
this is all about. But we are going to 
have a holiday and that makes a hit 
with me". 

Organized labor was not in line. 
The Chicago Federation of Labor had 
passed resolutions denouncing this 
effort of the militarists. True, the 
head of the Chicago Building Trades 
Council, hand in glove with the build- 
ing, contractors, and not in sympathy 
with the real spirit of organized 
labor in the nation s second city, gave 
his support to the parade. And 
Samuel Gompers, president of the 
American Federation of Labor, back- 
ed up the procession. Nevertheless, 
organized labor was not in line. 

All Labor's Enemies. 

"We are not in sympathy with the 
parade", said E. N. Ncckels, secre- 
tary of the Chicago federation, 
against whom the jingo press has 
been directing scathing editorials be- 
cause of the lack of "patriotism" 
shown by the body he represents. 
"The men at the head of it are all 
enemies of organized labor". 

Where labor was organized it was 
not compelled to bow to the con- 
scription campaign of the masters. 
Thus in the big clothing manufactur- 
ing plants of Hart, Schaffner & Marx, 
the workers are organized. "How do 
you feel about marching?" was the 
question that came from on high to 
the different shop chairmen. "We'll 
ask the workers", said the shop chair- 
men. "We do not intend to march", 
declared the workers. "They refuse to 
march", the shop chairman replied, 
and the echo of the voice of the mast- 
ers came back "Very well", and the 
report went to the parade committee 
of the Chicago Association of Com- 
merce, "There will be no marchers 
from the ranks of the workers in the 
Hart, Schaffner & Marx's plants. 

That story was reffeated in every 
other industry where the workers 
were organized. It was true also 
Where there is a strong spirit of or- 
ganization among the unorganized. 

Out in the huge plant of the Pull- 
man Co. on the south side the con- 
scription campaign was on in full 
blast. In one of the departments a 
prominent Socialist is recognized as 
a leader among his fellows. So the 
"boss" came to 'him first to enlist him 
for the parade. "Nothing doing", was 
the response. 

Hard On the Head. 

The "boss" tried to argue. He sug- 
gested that perhaps the marching 
might be a little hard on the feet, but 
thought that perhaps this might be 
overlooked. 

"The marching wouldn't be hard on 
the feet", came the quick reply. "But 
it would be hard on the head", and 
the workers who stood about heard, 
agreed and let up a cheer of approval. 
Arid recruiting for the "preparedness" 
parade died a natural death in that 
department of the Pullman shops. 

Chicago, as an organized communi- 
ty, had very little to do with the pro- 
cession. The city council passed a 
resolution, following the demonstra- 
tion in New York City, declaring for 
a parade and setting the date at June 
10. The resolution was passed with- 
out discussion and with the two So- 
cialist aldermen voting against it. 

Plutes Take Charge. 

From then on, however, the Chicago 
Association of Commerce took posses- 
sion of the parade plans. The first 
thing it did was to change the date 
to Saturday, June 3, the Saturday be- 
fore the opening of the republican 
and bull moose conventions. Insistent 
rumor immediately declared that the 
whole affair was being staged to ad- 
vance the candidacy of Roosevelt for 
president. At the same time J. Ogden 
Armour, the beef trust king, and a 
host of other Chicago capitalists, or- 
ganized the Illinois committee for 
Roosevelt and the brother-in-law of 
J. Pierpont Morgan came on from 
New York City to help them_ out. 
Simultaneously the entire city was 
flooded with big pictures of Roose- 
velt. They went up in all the store 
windows and show places of Chicago. 

So it might be said that, first of 
all, the parade was a "big business" 
demonstration, that secondly, it was 
a Roosevelt booster, and that only 
incidentally was it a "preparedness" 
procession. 

Socialist Aldermen Active. 

The night before the parade started 
thru the city's streets, however, there 
occured an event that was completely 
ignored by the capitalist press. Its 
significance will develop, nevertheless, 
in the years that are come. This 
event was the introduction into the 
Chicago city council of the first "pro- 
gram of social preparedness" ever 
presented to the city. This program 
appeared in the shape of three orders 
introduced by Alderman John C. Ken- 
nedy, the Socialist alderman from 
the twenty-seventh ward, and hit at 
the three big problems of housing, 
unemployment and municipal owner- 
ship. 

"This is the beginning of the in- 
auguration of the complete municipal 
program of Socialism in Chicago", 
said Aid. Kennedy. 

The "preparedness" parade marched 
into the city council when the head 
of the finance committee asked that 



all city employes who marched in the 
parade be paid their regular wages. 

The two Socialist aldermen, Wil- 
liam E. Rodriguez, of the Fifteenth 
Ward, and Kennedy, immediately 
raised the question whether those 
who refused to march would get paid. 
If this was to be the case, then the 
Socialist aldermen declared Chicago 
was in a class with the other labor 
sweating, exploiting, capitalist insti- 
tutions of the city. They fought 
against the conscription method used 
by the private employers being 
adopted by the city. 

The city council wavered under, 
their protest and then declared that 
city employes who did not want to 
parade, but who would report for 
duty, would also be paid. Since the 
city was on a holiday, "reporting for 
duty" was merely a perfunctory af- 
fair, and city employes* numbering 
many, thousands were paid whether 
they marched or not. 

Then Aid. Rodriguez pushed thru 
a resolution calling for the appoint- 
ment of a committee of five to medi- 
ate in the strike of the express wagon 
drivers. 

"Social Preparedness Program." 

This paved the way for the intro- 
duction of the three "social prepared- 
ness" resolutions by Aid. Kennedy, 
the first of which was as follows: 

HOUSING. 

"ORDERED, that the Council 
Committee on Judiciary^ with the 
assistance of the Corporation 
Counsel, prepare a bill or bills 
for introduction at the next ses- 
sion of the State Legislature of 
Illinois which will confer upon 
our city government whatever 
powers are necessary to con- 
demn, buy, sell, lease and rent 
land and buildings for residence 
purposes; the power to exercise 
excess condemnation where public 
improvements are being installed; 
the power to alter, remove or 
demolish buildings which are de- 
clared by the department of 
health or department of build- 
ings to be unfit or unsafe for 
human habitation; and the power 
to install in residence districts 
such improvements as are neces- 
sary to make all dwelling places 
safe and sanitary". 

Chicago's city fathers pondered 
and wondered what this was all 
about. They could find no objections 
to this program of municipal pre- 
paredness, at least not for the time 
being, and so the order was passed. 
Then came the second order as fol- 
lows: 

UNEMPLOYMENT. 

"ORDERED, that the council 
committee on judiciary with the 
assistance of the corporation 
council prepare a bill or bills for 
introduction at the next session 
of the state legislature of Il- 
linois, — if such an act would be 
unconstitutional — , which will 
confer upon the city of Chicago 
the power to establish an insur- 
ance system against unemploy- 
ment similar to the so-called 
Ghent system which for several 
years has been in operation in 
many European cities; and any 
additional powers which will 
enable the government of Chi- 
cago to cope more successfully 
with the problem of unemploy- 
ment". 

This order, also, did not appear 
especially dangerous to the old party 
politicians in the city council, and it 
was referred to the judiciary commit- 
tee as requested. Then came the third 
order as follows: 

MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP. 

"ORDERED, that the council 
committee on judiciary prepare for 
introduction at the next session 
of the state legislature of Illinois 
an amendment to the constitu- 
tion of the state of Illinois which 
will enable cities to issue bonds 
in excess of five per cent cf the 
value of the taxable property in 
such cities when the funds 
derived from the sale of these 
bonds are to be used for the 
purchase of any revenue produc- 
ing public utility". 

This last order brought the alder- 
manic protectors of privately owned 
public utility corporations to their 
feet, especially the representative of 
the traction trust. They saw mun- 
icipal ownership coming with a 
vengeance. But they could not prevent 
this order fzom also being sent to the 
judiciary committee. And since So- 
cialist Alderman Rodriguez is a mem- 
ber of the judiciary committee these 
orders will not be permitted to die 
with the false patriotism aroused by 
the Chicago "preparedness" parade. 

Chicago's "military preparedness 
parade" is but another milestone In 
the passing of the dynasty of gold. 
It also marks the inauguration of the 
city's "social preparedness program" 
and showed the growing strength of 
the rule by the masses. 

"PREPARE!" IS THE WATCH- 
WORD. BUT IT MEANS, "PRE- 
PARE TO LIVE!" IT DOES NOT 
MEAN, "PREPARE TO DIE!" 
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THANKS TO YOU FROM TERRE HAUTE! 

TO THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST'S ARMY OF HUSTLERS: 
We wish to thank you for the interest you are manifesting in our 
effort to elect Comrade Debs. 'Gene is back home again. He is a little 
tired and somewhat back in his work. 'He is full of enthusiasm, how- 
ever, and will be on the job when the time comes. 

Yours for Victory, 

NOBLE C. WILSON, Campaign Manager, 
Fifth Indiana Congressional District. 

Terre Haute, Ind., June 1, 1918. 



ALL OF the Socialist workers in the Fifth Indiana Congressional 
District, that is going to send Comrade Debs to congress this fall, 
have been enthused by the news that the entire army of workers 
of The American Socialist is going to get behind them in their fight to 
send Debs to congress. They now feel that victory is more than ever 
assured. The American Socialist wants to put thousands of voters in 
the Fifth Indiana Congressional District on its mailing list for this cam- 
paign. It can only do this by receiving contributions from its great 
army of workers and readers. For every 25 cents sent in, one voter in 
Debs' district will be put on our mailing list and five cents put into the 
Debs' Campaign Fund. How many quarters are you going to send in? 
Send all contributions to The American Socialist's Debs Campaign Fund, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 
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( Here is all the week's news worth 

£ while boiled down for workers so busy 

) fishting for Socialism they do not have 

I time to read the dally capitalist papers. 



MONDAY, MAY 29. 

Report in Washington that Hashes boom 
is on wane due to merging of old guard and 
allied favorite sons' forces to defeat him 
Hughes willing to quit bench and accept 
nomination if assured against third party, 
according to word spreading in Chicago. 

Organized Germans demand both republi- 
cans ami democrats nominate strict neutral 
on foreign afi'airs. 

Grave trouble crops up in Athens as result 
of seizure of three Greek forts by Bulgarians. 
Government promised territory by central 
powers, report. 

British House of Commons adopts act com- 
pelling the nalc of all British owned Amer- 
ican securities to government. 

Actors' Equity Association, meeting In 
New York City, votes to affiliate with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

TUESDAY, MAY 30. 

Germans take two miles of French Verdun 
lines between Dead Man hill and Cumieres; 
Italians repulse terrific Austrian attack in 
Posnia r.ector. 

Four killed by fall of wooden awning dur- 
ing "Preparedness Parade" at Dallas, Tex. 
Ought to have "Safety First" parade. 

Strikebreakers imported to take places of 
striking teamsters steal $2,000 worth of 
merchandise from Adams Express Co. in 
Chicago. 

Pres. Wilton spoke at Memorial Day 
exercises at Arlington Cemetery, Washington, 
while Roosevelt made address at Kansas City, 
Mo. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31. 

George von L. Meyer of New York takes 
charge of Roosevelt's pre-convention campaign 
in Chicago and crowds other candidates booms 
to background. Hitchcock charges concerted 
attack to hurt Hughes. 

Roosevelt continues his pre-convention cam- 
paign at St. Louis by assailing Pres. Wilson's 
"weasel words" and accuses German-American 
Alliance of moral treason for refusing to 
march in "preparedness" paiade. 

Declared that Carranza has sent another 
ultimatum to Wilson demanding withdrawal 
of troops from Mexico. 

Pres. Hadlcy of Yale University refuses to 
permit university cadets to inarch In Hart- 
ford, Conn., "preparedness parade". 

THURSDAY, JIWE 1. 

Louis D. lir&ndeis, of Boston, nominated 
by Pres. Wilson on Jan. 28 last for associate 
justice of the supreme court, confirmed by 
senate by vote of 47 to 22. 

Moose give republicans their terms for 
united party; Roosevelt for piesident, Pair- 
banks for vice president, and Root end Bur- 
tor in cabinet, their proposition. 

French at Verdun drive Germans back west 
of Meuse but lose srounJ between Fort 
Douaumont and Vauxpond. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 2. 

General strike of building trades in Kansas 
City, Mo., brings out 25,000 workers. 

Great Britain admits loss of 14 war ships 
in naval battle with Germans off west coast 
of Denmark. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 3. 

Declared that Germans are slowly but sure- 
ly closing in on Verdun; village six miles 
from stronghold captured. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 4. 

British admiralty issues statement saying 
it has proof Germans lost at least 18 ,|hips 
in North Sea battle, including several sf 
largest type. 

Moose threaten third party to aid in re- 
electing Wilson if G. O. P. fails to nominate 
Roosevelt or Hughes. 



Upheaval At Terre Haute Is 
Opening Eyes Of The Masses 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

TERRE HAUTE, IND.— "It is a good system we want instead of a rotten 
one, and if the president upheaval helps to open the eyes of the masses 
to this fact it will be worth its entire cost to the people of Terre Haute". 
This was the closing paragraph of an article by Eugene V. Debs on the 
political rottenes6 of his home city, Terre Haute, Ind. The article was 
published in The American Socialist, March 20, 1915. Since then the voters 
of Terre Haute and the six counties comprising the Fifth Indiana Congres- 
sional District have had time to think. This thinking has resolved itself into 

' action, and it is felt that the results 
will be registered overwhelmingly 
against rotteness when the votes are 
counted in November and ^Eugene V. 
Debs sent to congress. This story 
tells the reason why. 

The corrupting influences of the 
three political parties of the state 
seems to have come to a common 
center in Terre Haute. 

To say that most American cities- 
are mismanaged and that the in- 
fluences that interfere with the effi- 
cient discharge of their governmental 
functions are generally found to re- 
side in State governments — that the 
factions of the different political par- 
ties fight in the State Legislatures 
for control of city governments 
whereby they may secure possession 
of the machinery of national political 
life is to state a commonplace. 

How often do we find a mayor be- 
coming a governor, and a governor 
rising to Congress or the President 
or Vice-President's chair. 

Terre Haute Infamy Spreads. 
The lawlessness of Terre Haute 
resembles that of other cities, but old 
Terre Haute in the hands of the 
sordid debauched political gangsters 
who have invested it since the early 
days of its cityhood has achieved 
wider fame in the annals of civic un- 
righteousness than many another. 

Early in the 80's the town was 
dominated by the "McKeen Crowd" 
— Republican— -supposedly— bulwarks 
in the business world, followed by 
the "Lamb-Gang" that controlled all 
elections and every appointment from 
that of street cleaner to superinten- 
dent of schools. This was a strong 
combination — Democratic, to all ap- 
pearances, but its versatile leader 
being a criminal lawyer and cor- 
poration attorney in one exhibited 
on a large scale the marvelous 
capacity and adaptability of the bi- 
partisan political machine as it oper- 
ates in modern municipalities. This 
was an era of Traction company in- 
fluence mainly. 

During these regimes the "Good 
Man" dodge was worked to the limit. 
His goodness consisting only in his 
ability to serve the interests. 

During the last days of this 
dynasty a young man, who had 
graduated from the "Lamb School" 
of political intrigue, succeeded and 
began openly to establish, with the 
aid of certain brewery and gambling 
influences that had tired of Lamb 
autocracy, and the service of little 
peanut politicians, a machine of his 
own. 

Machine Is Jolted. 
This machine grew and received its 
first jolt when Dan Roberts who had 
stolen his election to the Mayor's 
chair in 1912 was tried on this 
charge. This trial was before Judge 
Charles Fortune, a cog in the col- 
lapsing old Democratic machine, and 
therefore hostile to the rising, young 
politician. Fortune went to the length 
of dismissing the Grand Jury invest- 
igating the case and at the eleventh 
hour crossed over and, for reasons 
unexplained by him but inferred by 
many, helped his former political 
enemy out of the toils. 

Thugs and Bums Parade. 
Roberts celebrated his acquittal by 
having a procession of thugs and 
bums, headed by a band, all paid by 
the hour march thru the down town 
sections of the city. 

With this Tlydra-headed, Fairbanks- 
Taggart-Roberts clique at the helm, 
things went fast and furious. Roberts 
as- Mayor plunged the city into bond- 
ed indebtedness to the limit. He made 
his boast long in advance that he in- 
tended to become the Governor of the 
State. 

Thugs, pimps, and gunmen were 
imported to aid in the proposed 
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Eugene V. Debs to congress from the Fifth Indiana Congressional 
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Indiana Socialist Campaign Committee will be allowed to nut one 
voter on the subscription list of The American Socialist for six 
months and that five cents will be contributed to the Fifth Indiana 
Socialist Campaign Fund. 
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election steal. Henchmen registered 
many hundred voters who were never 
born, from many saloons, while sheds 
and even roofs and empty lots sup- 
plied their fictitious quota. All voting 
machines were set to register Dem- 
ocratic votes only, but Federal detec- 
tives were on the job also. 

Scenes at the polls on Election day 
baffle description. The gun play in 
many of the precincts reminded one 
of light artillery. 

Especially was this true in Pre- 
cinct B of the Sixth ward in the 
heart cf the red-light district. In this 
precinct no Socialist votes were 
counted. 

Bricks and Booze Used. 

Everywhere guns, knives, clubs, 
bricks and booze were used to secure 
democratic results. Clerks on Election 
boards openly operated the machines 
for voters. Repeaters traveled about 
from one voting place to another in 
squads without even so much as 
changing hats. Policemen had been 
instructed from the sheriff's office to 
arrest only those who interfered with 
the illegal voting. 

These thugs and gunmen who had 
taken up their residence in the red- 
light district (the largest of any city 
of the sama size in the U. S.) were 
promised immunity for slugging, 
beating and shooting those who pro- 
tested at this open defiance of law, 
many of whom finally landed in jail 
with no charge against them. 

Women watchers at the polls where 
insulted. Four thousand miners were 
prevented from voting by their trains 
being 2 hours late. 

If there was any form of crooked- 
ness not used that day it was because 
it had not yet been invented. This 
election of November, 1911, was the 
most brazenly corrupt in the history 
of political parties and all the big 
business interests of the city had lined 
up with either the Democrats, Rep- 
ublicans, or Progressives. 

Then came the Federal probe, the 
trial and conviction of one hundred 
and twenty five of these distinguished 
political moochers, chiefest among 
which was Roberts, the Mayor. His 
political godfathers, however, as is 
invariably the case, were unmolested. 

During this period of corruption 
and exposure, Democrats galore, 
Republicans and Progressives were 
indicted. 

Socialist Party Alone Clean. 
The Socialist Party alone was the 
only party whose record was absolute- 
ly clean. 

Of the five good Republican lead- 
ers who were also indicted immedi- 
ately after this trial, not one of them 
has ever been brought to trial. Judge 
Anderson, whose duty this is and 
who at the time of the McNamara 
trial certainly believed in securing 
immediate results, has evidently 
changed his mind. 

With a view to getting the right 
man in the controller's office to suc- 
ceeds Roberts as mayor in the case 
of his being sent to Leavenworth, 
Jim Gossom, a full brother political- 
ly to Dan is pushed out on tho scene. 

He, receiving his instructions from 
Leavenworth, posed as a 'Reform- 
Mayor', until he had won the tolera- 
tion and to a degree the support 
of the "Good Citizens' League", some 
church and other organizations. He 
appointed leading ci+nens to places 
on boards — even a minister was given 
an important office and things looked 
well, when, lo, when the people were 
not looking, off went the lid and now 
vice is running mad in a wide open 
town. At the recent primaries several 
of the convicted election corruption- 
ist's who had served out their time 
and returned to the city constituted 
the only lawless element. 

Thousands are now flocking to the 
Socialist standards ia the hope of 
redeeming Terre Haute from its 
iniquity. These thousands must be 
made to understand the true mes- 
sage of Socialism and then victory 
forever over the discredited old par- 
ties and their masters, the exploiting 
interests, will be assured. 




Conducted by 
MAX SHEROVER. 

Total number of dimes received up 
to and includine Saturdav. June 8: 



Paragraphs 

By EUGENE V. DEBS 



IN THE RIP-SAW. 



Dispel doubt, banish fear, stand up 
and be a man! 



If you are not class-conscious you 
can have no conception of the power 
and possibilities of your class or of 
your own destiny. 

It is not enough to be a socialist 
in name only; it is necessary to join 
the party, it is necessary to be an 
active worker for the cause and that 
is the only way to prove one's self a 
socialist. 



If industrial freedom is ever 
achieved it will only be thru efficient, 
class-conscious, economic and political 
organization. 

Karl Liebknecht is taking a hero's 
part in standing for internationalism, 
for real socialism, and the future will 
vindicate and crown him. 



The Rockefeller union out in Colo- 
rado is covered with scabs and a 
quarantine has been declared against 
it by the labor movement. 

The capitalist politician is twin 
brother to the capitalist pulpiteer and 
in the name of "patriotism" and 
"religion" they defend the sordid and 
corrupt system that destroys both. 

The necessity for the industrial or- 
ganization of the workers increases 
with the necessity for their emanci- 
pation from wage-slavery. 

The lustiest stripling on earth is 
the socialist movement. 



When the Toledo Housewives' 
League invited the city council mem- 
bers to attend a meeting to be addres- 
sed by Prof. Scott Nearing, who was 
ousted from the University of Penn- 
sylvania, some excitement followed. 
The Socialist aldermen fought an at- 
tempt to reject the invitation. The 
invitation was finally accepted, So- 
cialist Councilman Starner declaring: 
"I voted yes for the respect and ad- 
miration I have for the man who 
speaks the truth". 



Monday, May 29th, proved to be a 
record breaker in receipts. The loyal 
gunners out on the firing line man- 
aged to gather 3,040 silver bullets 
and shoot them into headquarters. 

Thursday, June 1, was another day 
to make any rebel's heart glad. On 
that morning in came the National 
Finnish Translator-Secretary with a 
check for $151.00 representing 1,510 
dimes collected by the Finnish division 
of the Grand Army of the Social 
Revolution. And we are reliably in- 
formed that as far as the Finns are 
concerned this is just a modest be- 
ginning, and if the Dime. Fund does 
not reach the million mark it will not 
be the fault of the Finns. 

DIME BANKS KEEP MOVING. 

As fast as a dime bank comes in, 
it is being emptied and sent out again 
to some loyal rebel who is awaiting 
his turn to load the gun. If you have 
not had your chance at a gun, then 
send in your name at once, and it will 
be entered in this famous division. 
Do it now! 

Here's the Way They Feel About It. 

Wm. A. Prosser, of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
writes: — I am returning my gun, No. 
770, filled to the brim with rebellious 
dimes, by this mail properly register- 
ed. Hope it will land O. K. and assist 
in blowing capitalism to atoms. Send 
the box back and I'll try my hand in 
getting it loaded again." 

"Please send me one of yovj 
Howitzers P. D. Q. or sooner so that 
I may capture all the dimes coming 
my way after this date," writes W. 
B. Holmes, Coffeyville, Kans. 

"Kindly send me a Million Dime 
Bank and I'll return it full," writes 
Samuel Bernstein, Meriden, Conn. 

"I am returning bank No. 422 
which is almost full and want to ex- 
press my appreciation of your good 
work. However, I do not care to quit 
in this fight as long as capitalism is 
alive, so you may send me four other 
banks which I will distribute to my 
fellow comrades and will see to it 
that they do their share. I sincerely 
hope that every member will do his 
part. If every one of our party mem- 
bers would undertake to get a bank 
filled between now and election day 
we can roll up a campaign fund that 
will make Wall street look sick and 
the Million Dime slogan would have 
to be changed to Five Million Dimes 
to Fight Militarism," writes H. Yah- 
polsky, Paterson, N. J. 

Harvey P. Brucker, Utica, N. Y., 
asked for three more dime banKS 
This makes a total of four he has 
out in the field doing their duty. 

Morris Isaacson, a Cleveland, O., 
Yipsel, writes: "Let me thank you 
for choosing me to be one of the 
workers in such a noble cause. I must 
confess that no other volunteer work 
has given me so much courage and 
pride as did this effort to accumulate 
contributions towards the million 
dime campaign fund." 

"I think the dime bank is the best 
ever. You ought to have some quarter 
banks, too. I sent in for a bank on 
May 13, and on May 26, I am return- 
ing it by registered mail so full of 
dimes that I couldn't get another one 
in. Don't send me the registration fee 
as you agreed but apply it to the 
fund," writes A. D. Atkinson, South 
Brain tree Mass. 

Adam Eberly, Warren, Pa., writes: 
"I wish to tell yov that I think the 
Million Dime proposition is just the 
thing. I took one of the coin cards 
and pasted it on to a sheet of paper 
as you will see by the inclosed list. 
I passed it thru the shop were I work. 
There are fifty-five wage workers in 
this shop and out of that number I 
got forty-four dimes or $4.40. I hope 
that all comrades that read this and 
work in factories will do the same 
thing, for it means many dimes which 
could not be gotten otherwise." 

The above letter certainly indicates 
the good work Comrade Eberly is 
doing. To make such a proportion of 
sympathizers contribute their dimes 
reflects very favorably on the com- 
rade's standing among his fellow 
workers. 

Hare Is the record of the gunners who 
loaded the howitsers together with number 
ol silver bullets contained. These were re- 
ceived up to and including Saturday, Jane 3. 
Figure preceding name is the number of the 
gun loaded : 

Bank No. Name of Gunner Am't. 

608 — John Lazett, Aliquina, Pa S9 

2S1— D. W. Putt, Alliance, O 40 

387— W. C. WBlrath, Johnstown. N. V....48 

57 — J. L. Montague, Grand Jet., Colo.... 16 
663 — A, P. Johnson, 8helby, Mont 6 

58— J. S. Johnson, Glenmora, La 6 

69 — Mrs. lone E. Hawley, Burnes. Ore... 22 

394 — Mrs. S. E. Rector. Lincoln, Nebr....8S 
122 — Magnus Monson, Webster Grove, Mo.. 22 
863 — Mary Albright. Row* ma. Pa 4 

19— W. G. Gubbins. Chief go 36 

953— Paul Paus, Guttenberg, N. J 46 

37— L. Gaherman, New York 11 

770— Wm. A. Prosser, Pittsburgh. Pa 48 

813— Max F. Glaxer. Loveland, Colo... .30 

268— H. J. Brodsky, Wash., D. C 6 

145— M. Isaacson, Cleveland, 0 6 

1000 — Geo. Koop, Chicago. Ill 36 

7S4 — J. W. Turner, Breworrr, Hands..... 26 
278— Geo. R. James, Belvidere, III 32 

422— H. Xamoolsky, Psterson. N. J 42 

144— A. E. Johnson, Warren, Pa 39 

420— Carl O. Larson. Rod Granite. Mich... 8 

67— -J. E. Chenoweth, ghelbyville, Ind... 4 

8*3— Harold Silver, Sioux City. I a 20 

487— Boris Moser, Trenton, N. J 27 

102— Thos. E. Clark, Munhall. Pa 19 

167— John Gunka, Detroit, Mich 39 

423— Walter Bourbon, De Soto, Mo 15 

121— W. G. Springer, S. Brownsville, Pa... 4 

854— S. Eisenstein, Balto, Md 4 

4(54— P. D. Lapp, Pittsburgh, Pa 25 

223— Wm. F. Moyer, St. Louis. Mo..... 20 

J 78— W. S. Cole, Amsterdam, N. Y 15 

355 — Jos. ushcarich, Ellsworth. Pa. 39 

474— T. J. Brown. Denver. Colo 40 

179— N. Sokol, Revere, Mass 40 

192— F. Grimes, Clairton, Pa. n 

65— L. W. Smith, La Grande, Ore. 16 

462— W. Brenner. Greencastle, Pa » 

80— E. Hanseom, Minneapolis. Minn 8 

333— D. W. Atkinson, Philadelphia. Pa... 11 

269— F. B. Smith. Springfleld. Mo 19 

493— John Grossman, Cincinnati, O. 17 

■94— F. MeHenry. Los Angeles 40 

263— Leo C. Rodger, Bloomington, I U..... U 

Total No. of Dimes in 447 Banin.....TT0Si 
Average uuttt par baa*, 9%U. 



Hughes, G. O. P. "Old Guard" 
Candidate, Is Socialist Foe 

By LUCIEN SAINT. 

WASHINGTON.— Opposition to socialism and government ownership 
must be expected from Justice Charles Evans Hughes of the Supreme 
Court of the United States in case of his nomination and election 
to the presidency. Unless Hughes has radically changed his views— which 
is highly improbable, — he still stands by two important declaration «f faith 
made in a speech to the New York Republican Club in 1908. 
In this addrefss Hughes said: 
"Our government is based upon the principles of individualism and not 
upon those of socialism. We do not seek to multiply the activities of govern 
ment so as to bring about vexatious interference with liberty or to restrict 
legitimate enterprise. In this country progress cannot be made save in 
harmony with our constitutional system. The constitution in its entirety 
must be observed." 

* * * * 
LITTLE TO SAY FOR LABOR. 

HUGHES also said: 

"I do not believe in governmental ownership of railroads. But regula- 
tion of interstate transportation is essential to protect the people from un- 
just discrimination," etc. 

On labor Hughes had, of course, little to say, and he said that little in 
the usual fashion of the politician: 

"So far as the matter is within the power of Congress the interests 

of labor should be safeguarded and the conditions of labor improved." 

* * * * 

COVER UP THE VITAL ISSUE. 

IT IS generally assumed here that this speech faithfully represents 
the opinions of Hughes today. Those who know the judge declare him to 
be of the old conservative school of political and economic thought, highly 
religious, a devoted church-goer, a man of impeccable private life, and 
equipped with a set of whiskers which gives him a benign and virtuous look. 
His nomination will make it possible for the Republican press agents to 
flood the country with stories about his kind deeds and sayings, and to cover 
up his attitude on the vital issue of the hbur — poverty, wages, exploitation, 
industrial democracy. 

It is said on reliable authority that at one time Mr. Hughes was a close 
personal friend of John D. Rockefeller, Both are Baptists. 

* * * * 

HUGHES FLAPDOODLE PLATITUDES. 
ON ANOTHER occasion, not many years ago, Hughes said: 
"I am deeply interested in all efforts to better the condition of our 
working men. Every practical measure for the real benefit of labor will have 
my cordial support. It would be difficult to point to a more important field 
of legislation than that illustrated by the tenement houses, to sweat shops, 
to child labor and to hours of labor. These are important contributions of 
the cause and their provisions should be effectively administered. I believe 
in the thoro enforcement of the labor laws, and shall favor such appropria- 
tions and such equipment as will admit of their proper execution." 

This is about as far in the direction of labor as Hughes is expected to 
go. He opposes Socialism and real progress for the working class — the 
breaking down of the wage system— but he aligns himself with the bene- 
volent regulatory legislation which in New York and elsewhere has done so 
little for the good of the workers. Hughes in short, stands "with the politicians 
in his flapdoodle platitudes about his deep interest in all efforts to better the 
conditions of "our" working men. His interest is that of the uplifter and 
religious reformer who wants to "do something" to "allay unrest". 

* * * * 

SOME OF HUGHES' BACKERS. 

ONE OF the principle reasons why no laboring man should vote for 
Hughes is that he is endorsed by Taft, Root, Nicholas Murray Butler, the 
reactionary financial interests of Boston and New York, and is acclaimed 
in a recent magazine by George Harvey, Wilson's one-time friend and 
booster, as "the choice of the people." 

Hughes is not the choice of the people, and if the people do their duty 
at the polls, Allan L. Benson will secure more votes than the bosses and 
their henchmen will be able to collect for the present justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 



A Lesson In "R egulation" 

(FROM THE MILWAUKEE LEADER.) 

Instead of publishing another chapter this week from the book 
by Daniel W. Hoan, Socialist mayor of Milwaukee, entitled "Regulation 
7* ™ U( Lm d A Fa . llur , e "» w e are this week reproducing an editorial 
from The Milwaukee Leader, "A Lesson In 'Regulation' ". This editorial 
plenty Re »u la tion" is doing for Indiana. It is doing it good and 

In order to get the truth about the failure of "regulation" you must 
read Dan Hoan s book which is being given away free with a six months' 
subscription to The American Socialist at 25 cents. Send in your orders 
to The American Socialist, 803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



THE EDITORIAL. 

The Public Service Commission of 
Indiana does not seem to be making 
any greater hit with the people of 
Indiana, than the Wisconsin railroad 
commission has made with the strap- 
hangers of Milwaukee. 

The Indianapolis News in a recent 
editorial said: 

The people tried to set up an in- 
vestigating board or commission to handle 
controversies on petition — not suit — and 
which, freed of legal hair-splitting 
technicalities and delays, would adjust 
matters on modern ideas of equity and 
not unmindful of economic ai>d social 
conditions. From the very flrot, however, 
the commission has takei itself to be a 
court. Petitions have become suits and 
hearings 'law suits.' Consumers — petition- 
ers must be represented by lawyers or 
have little or no standing. The commis- 
sion has raised itself by its own boot- 
straps to th'> status of mother high court. 
The discontent is state-wide. 

The criticism of The News, which 
applies with equal force to every 
regulation body in the country from 
the interstate commerce commission 
down, is directly inspired by the de- 
cision of the Indiana commission in 
the so-called Geist-Murdock merger. 

One C. H. Geist, head of the 
Northern Indiana Light and Power 
company, and affiliated with the 
United Gas Improvement crowd of 
Philadelphia, proposed to take over a 
dozen or more properties belonging to 
Samuel T. Murdock, who controlled 
the Indiana Lighting company and 
the General Service company. The 
securities of the Murdock companies 
amounted to about $10,000,000 some 
15,400,000 of which was stock. Ex- 
cept for $300,000 preferrsd stock, 
this stock had either drawn no 
dividends or dividends of not more 
than 1 per cent. In other words, this 
stock was nearly worthless. 

Geist's scheme was to have this 
worthless stock metamorphosed into 
6 per cent gold bonds, with the ap- 
proval of the Indiana commission, 
and to turn these bonds over, to Mur- 
dock in payment for his property. He 
was not going to pay one cent for 
the property himself; the consumers' 
were to pay in interest on the bonds 
created from worthless stock. 

The Indiana commission not only 
approved of this deal, but furnished 
the material for a prospectus to help 
the promoters sell the bonds. It went 
even further — it fixed a valuation on 
the Murdock properties without tak- 
ing the trouble of making a physical 
valuation. This valuation was just 
'144,000 more than the outstanding 
bonds on which it placed its O. K., 
and $820,000 less than the total bonds 
authorized. 

As the Indianapolis News well 
said: 

Not a man on the commission, were 
he, for example, the president ot a trust 
company or bank, or were he in business 
for himself, would take a 100 per cent 
mortgage on such property. He would 
not lend money on a fam mortgage at 
over 50 per cent of the value of the land. 
In other words, the commission — possibly 
well within thn 'law suit' viewpoint — put 
the state's seal on a business deal that 
not one of the commissioners would 
finance himself. The commission went 
turther— it practically recommended the 
' aecurittei to the Investing public _ 



This Indiana case is significant of 
what happens when the public sets 
a body of men to watch another body 
of men who are busy getting every 
cent they can for a third and very 
select body which cares not a con- 
tinental how the money comes so 
long as it comes. It is similar to what 
happened in the sudden and never ex- 
plained abrogation of its 3-cent fare 
order by the Wisconsin railroad com- 
mission, just before the chairman ac- 
cepted a position with a large public 
utility holding company. 

Some day the public is going to 
wake up to the truth of the axiom 
that a straight line is the shortest 
distance between two points. It will 
then decide to become "the third and 
very select body" itself, and elimin- 
ate the other two, whereupon we shall 
have Public Ownership of Public 
Utilities. 



The movement for "more daylight" 
is ridiculous and vicious. It means, 
first, a falsifying of time. Why could 
it not be arranged with truth, with 
the consent of both workers and em- 
ployers, if it was good? Then, it 
means that the workers will have to 
go to bed early in order to be able 
to get up early. They will thus be 
kept ignorant of carousals of the rich 
along the Great White Way late at 
night, and will also be cut out of 
spending their money on amusements. 
This means that an effort will be 
made to make them work cheaper. 
The movement is on a par with the 
hypocritical agitation for war under 
the pretense that it means peace. 

v The world of plutocracy has not 
turned the clocks forward. It ha^ 
rather, turned the clock of time back- 
ward for generations. 



Teddy suggests that after the war 
there will be so much rebuilding of 
things necessary in Europe that it 
will make Europe the new world and 
America the old world. The moral of 
course is that we ought to have a war 
in order to destroy churches and such 
things, that there might be a rebuild- 
ing that would keep the workers busy 
for awhile. Great reasoner is capital- 
ism. 



The voting fool is the exploiter's 
tool. 



A profit is not without honor in its 
own country. 

The big capitalists are commanders 
in chief of the army. 

The farmer feeds the world and 
has not enough to eat. 

The factory worker clothes the 
world and goes inadequately dressed. 

The carpenter builds houses for 
others and lives in a rented shack. 

The automobile maker builds the 
finest cars and does not own them. 

The railroad worker equips the rail- 
roads and then either walks or rides 
the rods. „ 



Appropriations for the army and 
navy go into the hog barrel. 

The issue will be Wilson and pre- 
paredness against preparedness and 
Teddy. The plutes pay their money 
and you take your choice. 

Workers are a lot of cyphers who 
make capitalists great by standing 
behind them. 

It is not the favored son that the 
plutes want, but the favored of the 
trusts. 



A party wild for war makes a bull 
dog its symbol. Teddy will be the 
nominee. 



Having exhausted the possibilities 
of Africa and South America, Teddy 
is now anxious for a man hunt. 



Workers are urged to love their 
country, but the plutes continue to 
take the country away from them. 

It is clearly impertinent for Car- 
ranza to insist that the United States 
get out of Mexico. Americans would 
enjoy having their country invaded 
by an English or German army. 

And now the jingoes are demand- 
ing that advocates of peace shall keep 
still. Let them have their way and 
you will have to keep still even when 
they openly butcher for the sake of 
loot. 



The living exploiter manages to 
satisfy the fleeced by letting them 
abuse dead exploiters such as the 
Caesars and Caiaphas. 

The real election will take place in 
June, when the interests will select 
candidates for both old parties. After 
that is done, it will not matter to 
them who is elected. 

Fifty million dollars are to be spent 
in playing the bass drum this cam- 
paign, in order to stampede the work- 
ers away from Socialism and into the 
'camps of the exploiters and war-mad 
looters of labor. 

Now that the interstate commerce 
commission has given the railroads 
a raise in rates, the aforesaid rail- 
roads are boasting about how much 
money they are making. Why 
shouldn't they make money under 
these conditions? 



They lay on to the war the blame 
for the raise in price of everything. 
The fact is, the blame lies in the fact 
that industry is under private con- 
trol and the plutes can collect any 
tribute they may wish. 

The so-called good roads move 
under capitalism consists of a scheme 
to make the small property holders 
pay for good roads that the automo- 
bile owners will wear out before they 
are paid for. It means business for 
the banker and pleasure for the rich, 
at the expense of the man strugg- 
ling to get a foothold. 



Buy Socialist Goods 

AT WHOLESALE: Groceries, Drygeods, 
Hardware, Furniture, Farm Implements, 
Pianos, etc. Suits and Overcoats made to order. 

Adr. Socialist Exchange, 2659 W. FuIIerton 
Avenue, Chicago, 111. 



LLANO DEL RIO 
CO-OPEBAfflE 
COMMUNITY 



IN THE ANTELOPE VALLEY 
OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 



Dispatches regarding the Swedish 

local elections tell of considerable S:- 
cialist gains. Figures at the week-'' 
end showed that the Liberals had lost 
21 seats, the Right 3, while the So- 
cialists had a net gain of 45, holding 
125 altogether. The Socialists, as We 
have noted more than once, are carry- 
ing on a thorogoing anti-war propa- 
ganda, though some prominent 
champions have been arrested and 
severely penalised over it. One of 
their leaders said recently: "If we 
can keep out of the war the future 
for Socialism is very bright in Swe- 
den. And the workers of the nation 
are determined to keep the country 
out." * 



^HOUSANDS of our Comrades all 
' over the world are sending in- 
quiries about Llano del Rio Colony. 
Some of these are amazed at the 
wonderful progress made by a group 
of daring Socialists who were bold 
enough to put their theories into 
practice. 

Some of the doubters who two 
years ago shook their heads and said 
"It can't be done", have recently 
joined the colony. The Colonists, to 
the number of about 800, have just 
celebrated their second birthday of 
the community. 

We are growing in numbers and 
financial strength each month. The 
colony is operating extensive agri- 
cultural, horticultural, stock-raising 
and industrial departments. 

The Colonists, secure in their 
future, are working with a vigor and 
enthusiasm that assures success. The? - 
are producing nearly all their own 
food. They are clearing, cultivating 
and planting vast tracts of fertile soil 
where there is a bountiful supply of 
pure me un tain water, mey are busy 
with a score or important indust.-iid 
branches. The Colony has excellent 
schools, ranging from the Montessori 
department for children from two to 
six years up to the high school. 

Do you want to join the hundreds of 
your comrades who are living happily 
in security from the turmoil and 
worries of the competitive world ?i 
Write today for full information of 
how to become a member. 
. Address 

LLANO DEL RIO COMPANY 
OF NEVADA. 
RENO, NEVADA. 
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EXECUTIVE DEPT. 



WALTER LANFEKSIEK. 



Secretary * 



....National Exccnttre Committee: 
JAMES H. MAURER. 1353 N. 11th St. 

Reading:, Pa. 
ADOLPH GERMER. Mount Olive. 111. 
GEORGE H. GOEBEL. 14 Bridge St. New- 
ark. N. J. 

EMIL SEIDEli, 1154 Twentieth St. Mil- 

waukee, Wise. 
ARTHUR Le SUEUR, Fort Scott. Kans. 

Address all communications to The So- 
cialist Party. 803 West Madison St. Chi- 
«a*o. Address all mail to departments 
and not to individuals. Make remittances 
payable to the Socialist Party. 

Matter for publication in the offlcial 
columns of The American Socialist most 
be on file in the National Office by tne 
Monday preceding- the date of issue. 



EXPIRED REFERENDA. 
By Local Columbus. Kans. 
21 members in good standing. Published 
for seconds, Fob. 5, 1916. Expired, May 6, 
1916. 

"That the second paragraph of Section Z, 
Article X of the National Constitution, as 
submitted by National Referendum "B", 
1012, on motion of the National Convention, 
and as amended by National Referendum 
"A", 1915 ,on motion of National Committee, 
be declared null and void and the vote there- 
on be set aside for the reason that the sub- 
mission to said referendum of said motions 
was in violation of the constitution, being 
illegal, void, out of order and a direct viola- 
tion of Section 6, Article XI of the National 
Constitution." 

Seconds : Wyandotte Co.. Kans., 23 ; Fin- 
nish. Lebanon. N. H . 22 ; Horace, Kans., 6 ; 
Oswego. Kans., 8. Total membership repre- 
sented. 80. 



By Local Canton, III. 

28 members in good standing. Published 
for seconds. Feb. 12, 1916. Expired, May 13, 
1916. 

A substitute for the proposed amendment 
to the National Constitution by Local Oma- 
ha, Nebr. : 

"Article II, Section 7(a). Any member of 
the Socialist Party who uhall advocate war 
or military preparedness for war in any 
form, or supporting it in any war, shall be 
expelled from the party by the local or 
branch of which he or she is a member, 
(b) If any local or branch fails to comply 
with the preceding action, the state or local 
organization having jurisdiction shall im- 
mediately expel the offending organization." 

Seconds: Mt. Vernon, Wash., 22, Mullan, 
Ida., 63, Finnish, Ludlow, Vt., 20. Total 
membership represented, 132. 



By Local Ewauna, Klamath Falls, Ore. 

26 members in good standing. Published 
for seconds, Feb. 26, 1916. Expired, May 26, 
1916. 

Proposing that the platform of the 
Canadian Socialist Party go on the ballot 
for referendum vote at the same time as the 
platform to be drafted by the National Exe- 
cutive Committee. 

Seconds: Omaha, Nebr., 11£> ; No. 1, De- 
troit, Mich., 130; La Grande, Ore., 19; No. 
1, Portland. Ore., 89 ; Grand Rapids, Mich., 
72 ; Finnish, Graniteville, Vt., 40 ; Twin 
Falls. Ida., 59; Oakland, Cal., 80; Vale, Ore. 
(members not given) ; Emmet*. Ids., 9 ; On- 
tario, Ore., (members not «iven) : No. 2, 
Louisville, Ky., 29 ; Hungarian Br., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., 19; Newlove, Cal., 20: Melrose, 
Cal., 16. Washington Local*: No. 1, Everett, 
64: No. 4, Tacoma, 21; Kennydale, 8; Ed- 
monds, 16; Silverdale, 13; Irvington, 24; 
Scotia, 9; No. 1, Tacoma, 21; Sumas, 40; 
No. 2, Seattle, 85 ; Everson, 26 ; Port Ange- 
les, 41 ; Steptoe. 6 ; Bangor, 9 : Westport, 6 : 
Bryant, 9 ; Cashmere, lo ; Valley, 5 ; Sedro 



Woolley. 12; Danville, 7; Charleston. 12; 
Mt Vernon. 20; Gold Bar, 10: Curlew, 11; 
Monroe, 88 ; Carbonado, 6 ; Freeland, 10 ; 
Clarkston. 11; Orient 11; Bayvlew, 14; Mat- 
lock, 14; Birmingham. 15; Trafton, 26; N. 
Yakima. 84 ; Richmond Precinct 14 ; Rice, 8 ; 
Laurel, 6; No. 2, Woodland, 8: Charter Oak, 
14 ; Washington, 10 ; Davenport, (members 
not given) ; Sand Flat, 16 ; Sonny Hill, (mem- 
bers not given) ; Sand Flat 16 ; Sunny Hill, 
(members not given). Total membership 
represented, 1457. 



By Local Paducah, Ky. 

20 members in good standing. Published 
for seconds, Feb. 12, 1916. Expired. May 12, 
1916. 

That a referendum be conducted among 
the membership to have the National Office 
prepare petitions to be circulated by the 
membership .petitioning the President and 
Congress . of the United States to supply 
work for the unemployed. 

Seconds: Finnish, Hanna, Wyo.. 190; Fin- 
nish, San Francisco, Cal., 124 ; Finnish, Ho- 
quiam. Wash., . 58. Total membersnip re- 
presented, 392. 



Revolutionary Kansas 



Kansas has always done things 
in a big, spectacular way. She 
precipated the civil war in the in- 
terest of abolition. In her borders 
was fought a twoive years' war 
with the Indians, the longest war 
America ever waged. It was Kan- 
sas that set in motion and led the 
populist revolt. Prohibition receiv- 
ed its first great impulse from 
Kansas. In Kansas was published 
the paper that had the largest cir- 
culation of any Socialist publica- 
tion on earth. Kansas gave quick 
life to the mushroom of progres- 
siveism. 

These and a score of other 
stirring, revolutionary things are 
told by Lincoln Phifer in his book, 

THE DRAMAS OF KANSAS 

This is a 200 page, cloth bound, illustrat- 
ed book, just the thing for a present for 
young or old. Special presentation page. 



Ryan Walker: Your book is a delight 

Frank P. Walsh : Read by roe with very 
great interest and delight. 

Ella Wheeler Wilcox: An unusual, 
Interesting book. 

New York Herald : Here is your Kansas 
insurgent. Here he stands. Wc hope 
Kansas will know what to do. 

Arthur Capper, Governor of Kansas: 
You have told the story of Kansas in a 
most beautiful way and I hope your book 
will have c large sale. 



The price of the book is One 
Dollar. Will be sent to American 
Socialist readers for half price, 
plus postage, or Sixty Cents', if 
ordered thru 

NATIONAL OFFICE 
SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 W. MADISON STREET, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 



SECONDS TO REFERENDA.. 
Received Since Last Publication. 

By KINGS CO., N. V.: (Resolution 
establishing the position of the Socialist Par- 
ty of America on "Militarism and Prepared- 
ness". First published, April 1, 1916.) Se- 
conded by Lettish Branch, Minneapolis, Minn. 

By WOMEN'S BRANCH, POLISH, COOK 
CO., ILL., (Proposing that the national or- 
ganization issue a special membership dues 
stamp lor women, to be sold at 10 cents. 
First published, April 8, 1016.) Seconded by: 
Wyandotte Co., Kans., Washington, Pa. 

By MINNIE, MINN., (Prouosing that all 
disagreements between party members, 
especially those nominated for office, be taken 
up and investigated and the facts be made 
public thru the party owned paper. First 
published, April 16, 1916.) Seconded by: Fin- 
nish, Red Granite, Wis.. Finnish, North 

By GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., (Proposing 
e semi-annual assessment of twenty-five rents 
upon party members to cover the expense ef 
publishing The American Socialist, the paper 
to be sent to every member in good standing 
without further charge First published, April 
21, 1916.) Seconded by: Fort Lee, N. 1., 
Columbus, O. 

By NO. 1, DETROIT, MICH., (Proposing 
an amendment to Article II, Section V of the 
National Constitution. First published. April 
21, 1916.) Seconded by: Swedish Branch, No. 
1, West Conccrd, N. H., Lettish Branch, Min- 
neapolis, Minn., Mullan, Ida., Lettish Branch, 
Cleveland, O., Rose Hill. Okla.. Gladstone, 
Mich., Lansing. Mich. 

By MARION CO., IND., (Proposing the re- 
call of Victor L. Berger as member of the 
National Executive Committee because cf his 
views on Militarism, and that the fourth 
highest candidate on the second bnllot be 
declared electee 1 , in his place. First published. 
May 20, 1916.) Seconded by: 15th Ward, 
Allegheny Co., Pa., Mangum, Okla., New 
Britain, Conn., Conley Springs, Kans., El- 
wood, Ind., Colville, Ind., M.ucatine, la., Great 
Falls, Mont., Am. Branch., Hartford. Conn., 
32nd Ward, Cook Co.. 111., Sedan, Kans., 
Omega Fla., Lettish Branch, No. 1, Boston, 
Mass., Mullan, Ida., Wabash, Ind., Lettish, 
Roxbury, Mass., Smithton, Pa., Miami, Fla., 
Port Arthur, Tex. 

By KOSEDALE, WASH., (Resolution 
affirming the allegiance o: the Socialist Party 
to the cause of International Socialism, r« 
pudiating as non-socialist all^statements giv- 
ing the impression that Socialists are ore- 
pared to take up arms lor defense. First 
published, Mav 20, 1916.) Seconded by; Grand 
Rapids, Mich., Mullan, Ida., Mangum, Okla., 
Redlands, Cal.. Shawnee, Okla. 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 

Chicago, 111., May 81, 1916. 
To the National Committee. 

Dear Comrades : — I am submitting for vote 
of your committee, the following 

National Committee Motion No. 15. 
By Pierce of District of Columbia. 
"When a National Committeeman fails 
either to vote or to give a reason for not 
voting on any three successive National Com- 
mittee Motions, his office shall become vacant, 
and the Central Committee of his State shall 
bo instructed to provide a successor." 

Seconded by: Merrill of New York, Lee of 
New York, Ervin of Pennsylvania, Burgess 
of Virginia, Sinclair of Oklahoma, Enemark 
of Maine. 

Comment. 

ENEMARK: — It seems rather inconsistent 
to advocate democracy and practice minority 
rule, such as vn are doing ; first, by having 



How To Become 
Naturalized. 

THE National Office publishes 
^ the best booklet of information 
on Naturalization. You need it to 
instruct that friend or relation who 
is about to undergo the examina- 
tion. Price only 10 cents. — Social- 
ist Party, 803 W. Madison St., Chi- 
cago. 



a constitution which provides that one-third 
of the National Committee (dear or alive) 
can keep two-thirds from holding a special 
meeting; second, by having Committeemen 
who are asleep or want to be asleep. This 
motion I hope will weed out the dead wo«d 
and make room for some live timber and I 
wouldn't wonder If some local in the near 
future would start a referendum to change 
Section 4 — Article 4 in our constitution. 

ERVIN: — I think provisions are too liberal 
but it can be tried out and if it does not 
accomplish the desired results it should be 
amended to read "fails to vote on any motion, 
his office shall become vacant, unless sick- 
ness or absence from the country can be 
shown." This will make us all more careful 
in the performance of our duties. The pre- 
sent state of affairs indicts both our vitality 
and intelligence. 

BURGESS :— While I can unrcretand that 
in many instances Committeemen, especially 
new members, may fee' that the affairs of 
the party are safe in the hands of the older 
members, etc., etc., I believe that those older 
members should most certainly tak'i a more 
active part in shaping party affairs or tell 
us the reason why. I am pleased that this 
matter has come up at this time as I had 
a letter to the National Committee in pre- 
paration dealing with this verv subject. 

MERRILL:— The motion of Comrade Pierce 
1* most timely. We had an illustration in 
Motion No. 12, the failure of which was due 
to the indolence of committeemen. Die So- 
cialist Party has preached democracy In and 
out of season and its referendum selected 
representatives ought to practice it. 

Vote closes June 20th. Ballot inclosed. 
Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 



Letters from "American Socialist" Readers 



Chicago, 111., June 1, 1916. 
To the National Committee. 

Dear Comrades : — I report as follows : 
Vote on National Committee Motion No. 14. 

"That the editions of The American So- 
cialist containing the twire-a-month supple- 
ment, be sent free to all local secretaries, 
the state executive committeemen, the state 
secretaries, the national committeemen, na- 
tional executive committeemen and editors 
ci Socialist publications. The American So- 
cialist to be credited with 25 cents per name 
per year." 

Voting Yes:— Eddy, Finke, Willinms, Mc- 
Kee, Griffiths, Plunkett, Pierce, Dej Rocher, 
Wilk, Clark, Rodriguez, Stedman McCrillis, 
Stark. Jones, Enemark, Oncil, Arluud, Lati- 
mer. H^arn, Greene (Mo.), Duncan, Mehrens, 
Hillquit, Fitts, Streiff, Ervin, Maurer, Hurst, 
Leeland Robinson, Kempton, Suitor, Bur- 
gess, Katterfeld, Kintner, Seidel, Gilleard. 
Total. 38. 

Voting No:— Wilkins. Ruthenberg, Sadler. 
Total. 3. 

Not Voting: — Connolly, Norton, Fenimore, 
Kleihege, Neistadt, Roewsr, Keracher, Wha- 
ley. Greene (N. H.). Goebel, Bcudin, Stre- 
bel. LeSueur, Cumbie, Hurt, Sinclair, Fuller, 
Revelise. Rosson, Berger. Total, 20. Goebel 
declined to vote. 

Motion carried. 

Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 

EXECUTIVE COM. CORRESPONDENCE. 

Chicago, 111., May 31, 1916. 
National Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I report as follows, on 
Executive Committee Motion *'K" 
By Goebel. 

"That fifty dollars be appropriated to the 
State of Oregon to assist in getting the peti- 
tions, etc. necessary to get the Presidential 
ticket on the ballot, to be paid in two month- 
ly installments of twenty-five dollars each." 

Voting Yes: — Goebel, Germer, Maurer. 

Not Voting :— Seidel, LeSueur. 

Motion carried. 

Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 



A Brief Compilation 



Industrial 



of the 
Commission 



Report. 



This compilation is in vest 
pocket form and contains extracts 
from the report of the Commis- 
sion. These extracts were made 
by Fred Warren. The booklet is 
issued by the People's College. 

The report of this Commission 
is one of the most stunning 
documents ever issued by the 
United States Government and the 
gist of it should be in the posses- 
sion of every socialist. For the 
small sum of 10c this compilation 
can be secured, and no one should 
be without it. Copies may be 
ordered from the Socialist Party, 
80S W. Madison St., Chicago, I1L 



Chicago, III.. June 1, 1916. 
To the National Exxecutive Committee. 

Dear Comrades : — I report follows : 
On National Executive Committee Motion *'L" 
By LeSueur. 

"I move the election of A. M. Simons, with 
L. Boudin as substitute, or alternate, to act 
as representative in place of Morris Hill- 
quit in International Conference at Inter- 
national Bureau sessions." 

Voting yes: LeSueur. 

Voting No: Maurer, Seidel Goebel. 

Not Voting: Germer. Motion Lost. 

Comment by Goebel: "Doss Comrade Le- 
Sueur think the tail should wag the dog, or 
the dog wag the tail ? The rank and file have 
just had opportunity to choose between Ber- 
ger, Simons, LeSueur or Goebel, among oth- 
ers, and in that referendum gave Eerger next 
to Hillquit the highest vote. If he is re- 
presentative enough for the membership he 
is representative enough for me. One of the 
strong points in favor of Berger is that all 
the cheap politicians now manipulating the 
German Federation were opposed to Berger, 
and that Berger is at least that much of an 
Internationalist that he did not try in the 
recent party election to divide or vote So- 
cialist in America, (sheep-like) not as So- 
cialists, but as Finns, Germans, and . what- 
not, nor did he give encouragement to the 
successful effort to establish as a party rule 
that only professional God-killers, or ad- 
vocates cr beneficiaries of the liquor traffic 
were eligible to party office, regardless of 
personal qualifications. He was big enough 
to put aside his prejudices in these matters 
of personal habit or belief, and I guess he 
will be big enough to represent the Social- 
ists of America abroad." 



The English Labor Year Book 

A MINE OF INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE ENGLISH LAB0E MOVEMENT. 

- The first Labor Year Book for England has just been published and 
a few copies have been secured by the National Office for the benefit 
of our readers. It covers conditions in England only but is of great In- 
terest to all students of labor conditions'. 

The Year Book is issued under the auspices of the Trades Union 
Congress, the Executive Committee of the Labor Party, and the Fabian 
Research Department. Thus all the forces of labor, political and in- 
dustrial, have co-operated in publishing the book. This makes it unique 
and especially valuable. 

Besides special articles by Bernard Shaw, Arthur Henderson, J. A. 
Seddon, Philip Snowden, Emile Vandervelde and others, the book con- 
tains chapters on the following subjects: Labor and the War, 78 pages; 
The Industrial Labor Movement, 210 pages;; The Political Labor Move- 
ment, 80 pages; The Co-operative Movement, 20 pages; The International 
Working-class Movement, 38 pages; The Imoerial and National Govern- 
ment (of England) 21 pages; Local Government, 61 pages; Social In- 
surance, 47 pages, making a total of 697 pages, with complete index. 

If you want to understand the relationship between the English So- 
cialist and Labor movements, or the Co-operative movement, or if you 
want a digest of the political conditions in the other large countries of 
the world, this book gives it. We can only hint at the information in 
the 700 pages. 

Price, paper-bound, only 50 cents, prepaid. 
SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 W. MADISON ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 



Several months ago the membership over- 
whelmingly voted for a conference to con- 
sider unity with the Socialist Labor Party. 

In the month of May, the S. L. P. held a 
national convention at which time a docu- 
ment was adopted entitled, "Basis and Form 
of Unity Proposed to the Socialist Party". 
This document is a reply to the invitation 
of the Socialist Party for unity, and should 
be read by all who are interested in the 
matter. It is a respectful presentation of 
their basis of unity. 

I have twicj requested the Editor of The 
American Socialist to print this document 
prominently in the paper, but he declines 
to do so on the ground that it is contro- 
versial. It is not. If The American Socialist 
U not to be used for the dissemination of th<? 
information contained in this document, it 
ceases to be a party paper in any real sense. 
If the members want unity, they should know 
the basis upon which the S. L. P. will unite. 

I would suggest the advisability of order- 
ing this_ document published in The Amer 
ican Socialist, if we are to pny any respect 
to the evident wishes of the membership, who 
seem to want unity if unity is possible. 

The next meeting of your committee will 
be held on Saturday, June 17th., at ten 
o'clock A. M. 

Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary, 

Chicago, III., June 3, 1916, 
To the Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I submit to you herewith 
for vote of your committee, the following 
National Executive Committee Motion "M 
By LeSueur. 
That the Editor of The American Socialist 
be directed to publish at once in the party 
paper the proposed basis of unity promulgated 
by the Socialist Labor Party. 

Vote closes, June 15, 1916. Ballot inclosed. 

Fraternally submitted, 
Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 



ARE SOCIALISTS PASSIVISTS? 
— The hofror of the monstrous war in 
Europe and resentment and chagrin 
over the manner in which the Social- 
ists of Europe were tricked and 
coerced into the war, have caused 
such a revulsion of feeling against 
militarism that many American So- 
cialists are advocating absolute pas- 
sivism and opposing any prepared- 
ness for defending the nation. 

Several motions and resolutions 
have been passed by Locals and 
published for adoption by the party 
declaring that "the workers have no 
country to defend", proposing that 
the Socialist Party shall "oppose and 
denounce all forms of preparedness", 
and calling upon all workers to resist 
militarism in all its forms and to re- 
fuse to enlist in any military body — ". 

An examination of this proposition 
however, shows the fallacy of de- 
pending on feelings, instead of doing 
careful thinking, in forming one's 
opinions. 

Having urged the workers to 
alienate themselves from all of the 
armed and trained forces which main- 
tain the government they proceed with 
simple inconsistency and urge the 
working class to organize and capture 
the powers of government in which 
they have no part! 

Or, having captured the powers of 
government, their expressions indi- 
cate that being absolutely opposed to 
all preparedness the Socialist Party 
should abolish its powers and establish 
a powerless government. Powerless 
to maintain its authority over any re- 
actionary group that defies it, and 
powerless to defend the nation from 
attack and conquest by another 
power. 

Shall this passivism be the policy 
of the Socialist Party? 

When we have gained control of 
the government, shall we destroy the 
power of the government to maintain 
itself and to defend the nation? 

Shall we thus passively surrender 
all that we have won and all that 
those before us have toiled, suffered 
and died to win? 

Shall v/e unresistingly relinquish 
the hope and triumph of the ages to 
any power that challenges us? 

Every real revolutionary Socialist 
will shout in answer to these quest- 
ions — "No! We will defend and hold 
what we have won to our utmost 
power! 

But this question then arises — How 
will we defend what we have won? 
With bare fists against bayonets? 
With clubs against machine guns? 
With an untrained mob against train- 
ed soldiers? What shall be our plan 
for defense? Of course "our plan" 
means what we propose to put into 
effect, not what we want the capital- 
ist parties to do, and certainly we will 
want the most efficient and greatest 
degree of "preparedness" necessary 
to maintain our government and de- 
fend our country. 

Thus we see that preparedness is 
an evil only when it is in the control 
of the capitalist class. When con- 
trolled by the workers it is a matter 
of the highest moral duty as long as 
any need for it exists. 

Therefore let us decide what kind 
of "preparedness" we will prepare to 
hold and defend "our country" when 
we have captured it, but let our plat- 
form make only one "immediate 
demand", namely — "We demand full 
control of the government in the 
name of the working class." — RUFUS 
KNOATES, Berkeley, Norfolk, Va. 



Due Stamp Dater. 

■■■VERY Local Secretary should 
^have a Due Stamp Canceller. 
We furnish dater with the neces- 
sary rubber dates for 60 cents. 

If you want a check on dues pay- 
ments, the only method is by dat- 
ing the stamp when it is pasted on 
the card. The dater just fits the 
stamp. — Socialist Party, 803 W. 
Madison St., Chicago. 



The Road To Power. 

MANY thousands of Kautsky's 
great book, "The Road to 
Power," have been sold. The 
original price was 25c per copy. 
We bought a lot at a cheap price 
and can let you have them at 10 
cents each. This is a classic and 
should be read by every Socialist. 
Order now. — Socialist Party, 803 
W. Madison St., Chicago. 



THE MENACE OF SOCIALISM. 

— Ex-Senator Joseph Weldon Bailey 
and a few other erratic and perturbed 
writers and speakers say socialism 
is a menace. 

How is it a menace and what does 
it assail and threaten? They mention 
only our present form of government 
where 10 per cent of the people own 
90 per cent of the wealth, child 
slavery below the morals of buzzards, 
the unemployed question too hideous 
to contemplate, divorces more fre- 
quent than open scandals, suicides, 
burglary, adulterations, poverty and 
corruption on the increase and an 
abomination to decency and self- 
respect. These are the blessings (?) 
that the opponents of socialism tacit- 
ly defend and that socialism will not 
only threaten but abolish root and 
branch. It is worth studying? 

They do not want socialism taught 
in the schools. Why? Do the public 
schools belong to Mr. Bailey and other 
tools and henchmen that they can 
dictate what shall be taught? 

If socialism is a bad doctrine, is 
the teacher and student as capable of 
finding it out as Mr. Bailey ?.nd his 
followers'? Socialism is a very vital 
economic cmestion. Why then should 
it be barred from the schools? 

We have a "kept press" prostituted, 
commercialized, muzzled; the ballot 
is no longer free, tha court seldom 
impartial and fair controlled by pets 
and cliques, free speech is intimidated 
by poverty, commercialism and pre- 
judice, and professors are now men- 
aced by trust henchmen with threats 
of expulsion if they teach socialism — 
hence no longer free schools. 

If Bailey is honest and socialism 
is bad why does he not request all 
the people to study it and find the 
"menace"? 

Are the people as capable of decid- 
ing for themselves as are socialist op- 
ponents to decide for them if social- 
ism is bad? 

The power of the trust is appalling, 
socialism is the only solution and the 
people ought to find it out, notwith- 
standing the warnings of Mr. Bailey 
or any other man. — J. B. GAY, Co- 
lumbus, Texas. 



attitude for the party to assume to 
ward labor organizations. Doubtless 
you well know that the anti-Socialist 
labor unionists accuse the Socialist 
Party of opposing organized labor, 
tho the fact is that no political party 
more consistently advocates and as- 
sists the organization of labor. Some 
of our leading Socialists, or at least 
some of our most aggressive Social 
ists, lend color to this accusation by 
disregarding the 1912 resolution and 
advocating, in their capacity as ofli 
cers or members of the Socialist Par- 
ty, the industrial as against the craft 
form of organization. These Social 
ists place weapons in the hands of 
the enemies of Socialism, which the 
latter are not slow to use. 

The same is true of those Social- 
ists who antagonize Catholics "by say- 
ing that Socialism and Catholicity 
conflict with each other, while as a 
matter of fact they do not. As a 
Catholic and a labor union sympa- 
thizer, I want the Socialist Party to 
reach the Catholics and the labor 
unionists of the country; and I can 
not help regarding as pretty nearly 
traitors to the party and movement 
those Socialists who antagonize either 
of these bodies. — A. ' JAMES Me 
DONALD, Clayton, New Mexico. 

* * * i> 

NOTE. — Several requests have 
been received that ths statement of 
the Socialist Labor Party convention 
on "economic action" be published in 
the "open forum". This statement is 
as follows: 

"Recognition and declaration in fa- 
vor of the fact that the emancipation 
of the working class from wage slav- 
ery cannot be achieved by political ac- 
tion only; and, therefore, the unquali- 
fied acceptance of the fact that it is 
absolutely indispensable for that pur- 
pose to have the working class organ- 
ized in the economic arena on the 
lines of what is known in this coun- 
try as pro-political or Socialist In- 
dustrial Unionism; and that, conse- 
quently, it is the duty of the party of 
Socialism to teach the essential prin- 
ciples of Industrial Unionism in order 
to enable the membership to advocate 
these principles both inside of the ex- 
isting craft unions, — to the extent as 
it may still be possible -and outside 
of the same, and thus carry on that 
education propaganda which will 
sooner or later crystallize in a world- 
wide army of industrially organized 
workers. 

"Declaration to the effect that the 
proposed united party condemns gen- 
erally craft unionism as a form of la- 
bor organization which defeats the 
very objects that the workers, con- 
sciously or otherwise, strive to attain. 

"Declaration in favor of the fact, 
that the Socialists, while reserving 
their right to criticize and expose all 
wrongfully constructed and conducted 
labor organizations, owe it as a duty 
to stand on the side of ihe workmen 
v/henever a strike or other conflict 
for improved conditions of labor oc- 
curs, either as a spontaneous action 
of the workers or as a result of action 
taken by any labor organization 
whatever. 

"Comment: That the emancipation 
of the proletariat from wage slavery 
is impossible by means of political 
action only, without economic organ- 
ization of labor built on the lines not 
of craft unionism, but of what is call- 
ed in Americe Industrial Unionism, 
was recognized and proclaimed since 
1907 by the entire International So- 
cialist movement, when the Stuttgart 
International Socialist Congress 
adopted its trade union resolution 
containing, among others, the follow- 
ing two paragraphs: 

"'To emancipate the proletariat 
completely from the bonds of intellec- 
tual, political, and economic serfdom, 
the political and the economic strug- 
gle are alike necessary.' 

" 'The development of the capitalist 
system of production; the increased 
concentration of the means of produc- 
tion; the growing alliances of em- 
ployers; the increasing dependence 
of particular trades upon the totality 
of bourgeois society — (all^this) would 
reduce trade unions to impotence, if, 
concerning themselves with nothing 
more than trade interests, they took 
their stand on corporate (craft) sel- 
fishness, and admitted the theory of 
the harmony of interests between la- 
bor and capital.' 

"The Socialist Party is committed 
to these principles by the unanimous 
vote cast for that resolution in Stutt- 
gart by the International Secretary 
of the Socialist Party, Morris Hill- 
quit, by Algernon Lee, A. M. Simons, 
and other delegates of the Socialist 
Party to that Congress. In case of 
refusal of the Socialist Party to ac- 
cept those principles as one of the un- 
qualified conditions for unity, the So- 
cialist Labor Party has no choice but 
to refuse to enter with it into any 
kind of agreement for unity, as no 
good can come from unity with a bo- 
dy, which commits itself in favor of 
certain principles in Europe, but fails 
or refuses to commit itself in favor 
of the' same principles at home, in 
America, especially when these prin- 
ciples are so vital for the success of 
the Socialist movement." 



REGRETS UNITY STATEMENT. 
— I greatly regret to note the tone of 
the statement adopted by the national 
convention of the Socialist Labor 
Party on the question of unity with 
the Socialist Party, for it seems to 
make impossible the unity desired. 

The Socialist Party, in order to 
meet the wishes of the Socialist 
Labor Party, would have to abandon 
entirely, it seems to me, the position 
it took in 1912 toward various meth- 
ods of labor organization. The 
action of the Socialist Party was and 
is highly important, and the attitude 
adopted seems to me the only correct 



FEW WORDS CONCERNING 
RUSSELL. — The intellectual keepers 
of the gate of orthodoxy are again 
busy hurling the proverbial sock-full 
of mud at Charles Edward Russell, 
and while their feeble bombast has no 
more effect upon Russell than a pop- 
gun has upon a battleship it is about 
time for us to learn whether or not 
free speech is a privilege to be 
wrested from the masters for the sole 
purpose of being put under lock and 
key by the workers. Whether or not 
a Socialist has the right tc give to 
the world his honest thought. 
Whether or not he must think as 
everybody else thinks or forever hold 
his peace. 

If Charles Edward Russell, or any 
other man, has not the right to say 
what he honestly thinks about pre- 
paredness, or any other issue, then 
let us cease to prattle about free 
speech. There are clearly two sides 
to every question, and if we are only 
to discuss one side how are we to 
know that we have the right side. 
Must we depend upon intuition 
alone, and call the other side ana- 
thema. \ i 



COMING! 

THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S EDITION of 
"THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST" 

Five thousand active young folks, and two score of the best authors 
and artists in the land are co-operating to make this issue one of the 
best ever known. And a hundred thousand "Jimmy Higginses" doing 
their share of the hustling for a big circulation. 

We must reach the young people of the country NOW — this year — 
and this edition is just the thing that will do it. Every local and every 
individual hustler should order a big bundle. §5.00 per 1000; 50c per 100; 
75c mailed to 100 names. 

GET BUSY NOW AND SEND IN YOUR ORDERS! 



said that the Swiss and Australian 
military systems have merits which 
this country would do well to adopt. 
Most of us think that view to be 
wrong; but how are we to know? The 
easy answer is to say "there ain't no 
such animal" as a good military 
system, and we know this because we 
are so "scientific." 

It seems never to have occured to 
Russell's self-righteous critics that 
the way to determine the truth of his 
claims is to give him a hearing, and 
meet argument with uroof. Instead 
of that they, for the most part, con- 
tent themselves with charging him 
with all sorts of crimes fram treason 
to the working class, down to being a 
blundering idiot. Their intent is plain- 
ly to intimidate him so that he will 
cease to express what he honestly be- 
lieves to be true. 

That he cannot be intimidated is 
beside the question. The point is that 
if he had been restrained by fear 
from speaking his mind he would now 
undoubtedly have been the Nominee 
for President, and we would have had 
a double faced hypocrite as our can- 
didate. Men who speak what they 
think to be true regardless of con- 
sequences arc all too rare and they at 
least should not be subjected to 
slander and bitter invective for their 
honesty. 

As for Russell's service to the par- 
ty, Comrade Debs has stated in these 
columns that no man has done more 
for Socialism in America than has 
Russell. Well informed people know 
that Russell has waged ?.n unceasing 
fight for a free press, and that he has 
done more to discredit the kept press 
than any other man. Tha immense 
benefit this has been toward spread- 
ing socialism cannot be estimated. 
No man has fought more valiently 
for free speech. Socialists should be 
the last to seek to deprive anyone of 
the right to think and be heard. 

And anyway, this trying to make 
people "walk a chalk line" is a migh- 
ty poor business. — FRANK C. 
ROBERTSON, Hatch, Idaho. 



Socialist Methods 

By GEORGE N. COHEN. 



The writer of these articles had charge 
of the literature department of the So- 
cialist Party of Philadelphia for about 
eleven years, during which time about 
$25,090 worth of literature was sold, 
practically all socialist, and the business 
grew from a shelfful of socialist pamph- 
lets into a Socialist Book Store located 
on Arch St. near Broad, in the heart of 
the city. It is probably the only one of 
its kind in America, and is owned and 
controlled by the Socialist Party of 
Philadelphia. 

He also helped to originate and carry 
out the plans proposed here and was 
Business and Advertising Manager of a 
newspaper such as he describes. 

He has made an attempt here to cover 
the whole subject of conducting the 
literature business for local* of the party. 
Whether the important points have been 
covered, and covered well, or not, it is 
necessary that these matters be generally 
discussed in order tnat the party may 
agree upon a workable plan that can be 
used to advantage to some extent every- 
where. 

All the methods discussed here have 
been tried and proved successful, if not 
completely then to a sufficient degree to 
warrant their being suggested as good 
methods for increasing the distribution 
of literature. 



'The Distribution of Leaflets. 

HE USUAL method of distri- 
buting leaflets is that of hand- 
ing them to people on the 
streets, in the factory or at factory 
gates, or leaving them at their homes. 

But when such methods are follow- 
ed there is no way of knowing 
whether the person getting the leaf- 
lets, cares anything at all about them, 
and whan thty are left at their homes, 
we have no assurance that anyone 
has even looked at them. 

And then how* do wo know but that 
the same person has already received 
these same leaflets from someone 
else? Altho these methods are gen- 
erally used, they are open to much 
criticism. 

All literature should be distributed 
thru the organization. This gives it 
the stamp of party approval, and 
while some of us often criticise the 
kind of literature gotten out by 
branches of the organization, yet this 
method of selection is far safer than 
that of letting the individual com- 
rades choose their literature. If the 
latter course is pursued two pieces of 
literature, in disagreement or even 
antagonistic to each other may reach 
the same individual. 

It is generally safe to say that 
regular party literature would be free 
from the above objection. 

Decide On Plan First. 

Before starting the distribution 
a plan should be decided on, so that 
there should be no duplication, and 
also, if the quantity is insufficient to 
reach all, then the number available 
should be distributed among the ele- 
ment most susceptible to our mes- 



This can best be done by dividing 
that element into districts, preferably 
that of precincts' or other voting 
districts. This immediately eliminates 
the possibilities of anyone getting 
more than one copy of any particular 
leaflet. 

These leaflets should be distributed 
at regular intervals and thruout the 
entire city at the same time. 

The usual method is that of leav- 
ing the leaflet at the home, but a bet- 
ter one is that of ringing the door- 
bell and placing the leaflet in the 
hands of the person for whom it is 
intended. 

Whenever it is possible each distri- 
butor should work in his own pre- 
cinct. If the person you give a leaflet 
to, recognizes you as a neighbor he 
will probably know that you are a 
decent human being, and not think of 



often the case with people who have 
never met a Socialist face to face. 
Strike Personal Note. 

With this method the personal note 
io struck and the response will more 
than compensate for the extra time 
consumed. It is usually better to 
mention that the leaflet is a Socialist 
one, whep passing it out. 

Many people nowadays welcome 
the word "socialism", very few fear 
it, and those who are bitterly opposed 
will refuse your leaflet and save your 
wasting it. In all probability those 
opposed would become only further 
enraged if a _ leaflet v/ere forced on 
them, so that the best method to pur- 
sue is that of ignoring them for a 
reasonable length of time. 

While personally distributing leaf- 
lets in this way I found that in many 
cases these people change their ideas 
thru contact with someone who is 
reading some of our literature, is 
sympathetic but is not yet a Social- 
ist. 

Save On Literature Bills. 

By eliminating those who do not 
care, or are antagonistic, we can 
cover the district afterwards in less 
time and also save part of our liter- 
ature bills. 

A list should be kept of all sym- 
pathisers who want to read our liter- 
ature. 



DON'T BE SATISFIED. 

Don't be satisfied with an order for 
that "BENSON - KIRKPATRICK 
EDITION"; dated June 24, contain- 
ing the complete speeches of our na- 
tional candidates, Allan L. Benson, 
for president, and George R. Kirk- 
patrick, vice president, at the open- 
ing of this year's campaign in Chi- 
cago, Sunday, June 13. Send in an 
order, a big one, for this edition. But, 
better still, send in an order for a 
weekly bundle of The American So- 
cialist. There will be red hot propa- 
ganda in every issue. The bundle 
rates are very low, as you will note 
by the following table: 

BUNDLE RATES FOR SIX MONTHS. 

8 copies to one address $ 1.00 

20 copies to one address 2.50 

40 copies to one address 6.00 

80 copies to one address 10.00 

Rush in your order at once and get 
in the habit of passing out The Amer- 
ican Socialist among your fellow 
men, your neighbors and friends 
every week. Then watch the results 
on election day. 



WHY NOT MEET? 

The American Federation of Labor 
has asked that delegates be sent from 
the Mexican unions to a meeting in 
El Paso. This simple fact seems to 
have stirred up an explicable amount 
of opposition. 

Officials in Washington are reported 
as "astounded" at the news. 

Well, why should not; American and 
Mexican laborers meet to discuss the 
relations between these two coun- 
tries? If there is war it will be the 
workingmen of the two countries who 
must fight. Is it not better to meet 
without guns and try to avoid meet- 
ing in armed conflict? 

Is it possible that there are those 
in this country who fear that such 
a meeting may prevent invasion 
and conquest?— THE MILWAUKEE 
LEADER. 



According to the latest reports 

from Germany the court which con- 
ducted the preliminary examination 
of Karl Liebknecht decided that he 
should be tried for treason. 



Down Again! 

GO WITTE PRICES 

2 HP. t».S5: 3 HP. $47.8$: 4 1*4.71* 
6 H-P, $89.90: 8 H P. $129.80. Write tut frieWi 
on 12, M and 22 H-P. * 




Too can't bay so good aa engfe* state 

Price. You can't boy a better eagiae at doable tte 
price. Lowac fad ezaaaee. Snapl* ' 




■O. H. WITTS, WITTS SNOINB WORKS, 
3268 Oakland Avenue, Kansas oity, Ma. 
SaoS Bmplra PHtaburfh, a*. 




JUST 

** sweet 



xoi add cold water, 
sweeten with sugar and 



you will have tne bast drink you erer 1 
tasted. Pure, delicious and healthful. 
Big Money Maker. 8eUs everywhere. 
Many make 810 to 980 a day at Plc- 
nlca. Dances, Ball Games, etc. Ore* *c 



Yourself 



profit per dlaaa. 17 glaM 
kg.and catalog lOe postpaid. 
OHAS. MORRISSBYCO. 




44ia-|» MAOISON STRICT, OHICAOO, ILLINOIS 



Russell's offence consists in having you as some sort of a freak, which is 



cntitiib " rvKwairn mechanics) 

BROUGHT DOWN TO OATC" 
i HOW TO 3IHCT INTtluetHTUf 

an OPPORTUNITY to 
HE-BESTanbSaveTheMost 

'.rait SPECIAL OFFER miM WW 
YOU CAN WITH LITTLI -f FFOKT 
f ASHY fAAH THIS f\ ■ 

latest and bREATEST 

'ANQAHD (ati.V'.V,,) TTFCWMTC*; 

WOODSTOCK TYPEWRITER CO., Q.<rt£-378GKICifiattL 




ARE YOU AN AGNOSTIC? 

Better send 50 cts for one year subscription 
to one of the hottest papers in the Universe. 
Sample copies 10 cts. 

THE CRUCIBLE, 

G. 1330 FIRST AVE., SEATTLE, WASH. 



200 



Benson and Kirkpatrick Stickers, 10c. 
Liberty Co. Sta. D, Box 4, Cleveland, O. 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 



TH* AMERICAN -B^Cf0tm% JllKE tf^fp^ 



Clufe of Foor or More, 40 WeeKs, 25 Uife. 



MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



Why Henry Dubb Marched In The Preparedness Parade 



By fly an Walker 
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ROLL OF HONOR 



"The Seidel-Kirkpatrick-Walker lectures all 
came off in good style. Exceeded expectations. 
Everybody talking about them. Full house 
each night", is the report that comes from 
Comrade E. E. Staucke, of Garrison, N. Dak. 

Comrade Charles L. Norton, of Cortland, 
N. Y., comes in with a list of four, all for 
six months and each one to secure a copy of 
Daniel W. Hoan's book, "Regulation— A 
Fraud and A Failure". Wo are giving away 
free a copy of this book by the Socialist 
mayor of Milwaukee, Wise, with each sub 
for six months at 25 cents. They are going 
like hot cakes. If you want one, get busy. 

Comrade Frank H. Ware, circulation 
manager of The Weelerit Comrade, of Los 
Angeles, Cal., sends in two subs, each one 
to get a copy of the Socialist Party Cam- 
paign Book. We are giving away free a copy 
of the campaign book with each yearly sub at 
SO cents. You can't send in too many while 
these books last. 

"I am going to act as your agent in our 
city", reports Comrade W. C. Springer, se- 
cretary of the United Trades Council at 
Brownsville, Pa. 

"The souvenir knife received, for which 
please accept my thanks. It was a surprise to 
me," writes Comrade Walter Gibson. Send In 
a list of 16 subs and you will receive sne 
of our souvenir knives, too. 

"Do not take me off your mailing list for a 
single week, cause I can't afford to miss one 
issue of OUR PAPER, note the 'our' ", writes 
Comrade Simon Moser, an Yipsel down in 
Trenton, N. J. 

Comrade Theodore F. Lockwood, of Cleve- 
land. O., orders a bundle of 25 American So- 
cialists for the next three months. The bundle 
orders will help roll up the votes in Novem- 
ber. 

Comrade D. H. McClellan, of Lakeland, 
Fla., sends in a list of 10. That will sure ret 
the plutes down in Florida hot under the 
collar. 

Then there is Comrade W. T. Meals, way 
np in Okanagan, Wash., who sends in a list 
of 51. 

"We laboring men are on strike here In 
Omaha", writes O. E. Reynolds, of Omaha, 
Nebr., as he subscribes for one year. "I tell 
the boys it isn't much use to strike and keep 
on Voting the democratic and republican 
party tickets". 

"I hope this will find you well and the 
party growing at the rate of 100.000 a day", 
writes Comrade J. F. McConiwll, from the 
War Veterans' Home, Napa County, Cal. 
"There are a few of the old boys on our side 
here and some of the young ones, too". 

Comrade H. W. Seaman, of Marcus, Wash., 
came to the rescue of Henry Dubb in the 
following manner: "The other day while 
I was standing in the lobby of the post office 
I caught sight of Henry Dubb in a waste 
paper basket. I fished the paper out and It 
proved to be the Dubb Edition of The Amer- 
ican Socialist, the first one I had ever teen. 
So now I am sending you 25 cents for a six 
months' sub and a copy of Dan Hoan's book 
about the fraud of regulation" . 

Comrade Joseph L. Fey, of Tiffin, Ohio, is 
right on the job. He sends in a list of 19 new 
subs and renewals. 

The comrades at Flint, Mich., have ordered 
The American Socialist sent to the library 
in their city. How about other locals doing 
this 7 




LABOR BEING CRUCIFIED IN PITTSBURGH AGAIN! 



DOES 
BY 



GOOD FOR CAUSE 
GOING TO JAIL. 



Socialists of Charleston, S. C, 
are inclined to believe that the 
local police department and police 
judge have done them a turn of 
inestimable value in arresting Ida 
Crouch Hazlett for street speak- 
ing, and sending her to a cell for 
six hours in lieu of a $i fine. Mrs. 
Hazlett went to jail, but all of 
Charleston is in sympathy with 
her cause. 



CONGRESS WONT QUIT. 
(Special Correspondence.) 

WASHINGTON. — "The Wilson 
Administration and the country will 
have Congress on its hands all 
summer", according to an old party 
politician here. "Congress dares not 
adjourn till just before the elections, 
and the longer it sits the worse be- 
comes its record." 

The flat failure of Congress to 
legislate promptly, economically and 
efficiently, even for the interests' of 
the capitalist class which controls it 
is one of the most-heard topics of dis- 
cussion in Washington. After sitting 
continuously since December, 1914, 
the House and Senate have succeeded 
in enacting scarcely one-third of the 
appropriation bills. The fiscal year 
ends on the 30th of June and in all 
probability the supply bills, the bills 
which keep the machinery of govern- 
ment running, will not be law till 
weeks after that date. 

Confronted with a deficit in the 
Treasury, the Democrats have yet to 
raise sufficient revenue to pay the 
piper for the big army and navy 
which they are creating. Reckless 
extravagance in such items of "pork" 
as public buildings, river and harbor 
projects of the utterly useless vari- 
ety, new commissions for the study 
and sidetracking of vital topics, and 
so forth, are eating up the money of 
the people faster than ever before 
in the history of the nation. 

Nobody knows how Congress is 
going to raise money to keep the 
show going. The big capitalists do 
not know. The people do not know — 
but they might as well prepare to be 
taxed even to their bread and butter, 
for the money must be found, no mat- 
ter whether it bankrupt the same old 
goat, the working people of the 
United States. 



(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

PITTSBURGH, Pa. — There are 47 men and three women indicted for 
riot and seventeen of these are also held for action by the Grand Jury 
of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, upon the charge of murder. They 
have been electrical workers and machinists formerly employed by the 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Company, or sympathizers and So- 
cialists who had the temerity to walk in a parade on the first of May, with 
signs and placards demanding an 8-hour day. 

Pittsburgh, the great center of American Preparedness agitation, is a 
God-fearing and religious burg; so pious that on Sundays everything is 
closed from excursion steamers to nickel theaters. Nothing disturbs the 
peace and quiet but the tumultuous sound of church bells where Christians ( ? ) 
worship, and the rattle of the mach-' 
inery in the factories where Christ- 
ians(?) are making shells for multi- 
plying heavenly hosts. 

The Westinghouse company, dur- 
ing the last year has accumulated a 
$50,000,000 dividend; the average 
wage of its employes is less than 
$2.75 per day. To assist in this it has 
inaugurated a premium system 
among its workers. This premium is 
not evidenced by gold medals or blue 
ribbons for decorations like the 
trophies of stock shows, but when a 
device is to be made the man in 
charge fixes the minimum time for 
producing the article, and if it is 
produced in less time the worker is 
allowed a premium, that is additional 
compensation, and a few of the fav- 
ored employes have received unusual- 
ly high wages for premium (mun- 
itions) work. At the same time the 
rapidity of action and the tension of 
effort is racking and • pulling to 
pieces their nerve force. 

Desire 8-Hour Day. 

All these conditions brought about 
the desire on the part of the workers 
in the Westinghouse company plant 
for an 8-hour day. They organized 
and went upon a strike about April 
23rd of this year. Everything proceed- 
ed peacably until May Day. This being 
the great International day for the 
working class of all countries, it ap- 
pealed strongly to the American born 
and those designated in Pittsburgh 
as "foreigners". The Slav, the Italian, 
the Croatian, the German, the Irish- 
man, and a large number of native 
Americans joined in this celebration, 
demonstrating the fraternal unanimi- 
ty among the working class in con- 
trast with the blood-drenching frenzy 
and fury of their plutocratic and 
kingly masters in Europe. 

These working men started on a 
parade from an elevation known as 
Hillside Street in East Pittsburgh, 
and marched thru an adjoining town, 
Braddock, which is oniy artificially 
distinguished by a street. They 
paraded, with a band at the head, 
and in the course of their march they 
passed by some iron works and steel 
industries where thousands of men 
are employed 11 and 12 hours a day 
at a wage of 25 cents per hour, men 
who live with their families at an 
elevation so low that the dense smoke 
belching from the factories of the 
valley gradually descends, giving the 
appearance of a black fog, with street 
lamps and house lamps dimly flicker- 
ing. Many of the houses are old, 
worn, dilapidated, poorly furnished 
and wretched, mostly crowded with 
men, women and children. It was 
from these houses that many of the 
men had emerged who joined this 
parade. 

One Man Scratched. 

When passing the great shops 
across the street from the hovels in 
which they lived, some of them went 
in upon the sacred premises of in- 
dustries owned by the great steel 
trust of this country. 

The leaders, consisting of the 
president of the union, its secretary, 
the secretary of the county commit- 
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tee of the Socialist Party and several 
others immediately saw the danger 
and endeavored to prevent these men 
from engaging in so dangerous a 
frolic, and directed the band to im- 
mediately move back, press thru the 
crowd and get at the head of those 
who were in the factories of the Mc- 
Clintock-Marshall, American Steel 
and Wire, and the Edgar Thomson 
company. 

The leaders encouraged the men 
to follow the band, which they did, 
and the band led this parade of a 
couple of thousand thru the factories 
and out upon the street. There was 
some damage done. An open-hearth 
furnace was injured in a shop where 
wages are at the best and an 8-hour 
day among many of the workers pre- 
vails. The men operating a furnace 
in the excitement failed to reverse 
the gas burners, which must be re- 
versed every 20 minutes, and the 
damage will probably amount to a 
couple of thousand dollars. 

One man was injured, an employe, 
on the right side of his face. He 
showed a scratch about one inch long 
on his cheek near his nose and said 
that he had been plugged by the end 
of a pick handle. The parade then 
dispersed and the marchers went 
home. This is all that occurred in A 
parade of five thousand men. 

That some of the men in this 
parade were feeling boistrbus can be 
explained from the fact that saloons 
which had been closed for some time 
were opened on the afternoon (the 
time of the parade) in the locality 
where this parade took place. If the 
employers desired an outbreak they 
could have contributed nothing bet- 
ter than the opening of saloons, after 
they had been closed for so long, 
upon this occasion when men were 
parading five to eight miles and most 
tempted to drink. This closes the 
first day's trouble, or "riot", and for 
this arrests were made by the whole- 
sale. Every one suspected, to the 
number of 40, were placed in jail, 
without bail, by the coroner and the 
sheriff of Allegheny County. 
Striker Shot To Death. 
On Tuesday, May 2nd, it was 
found that a large number of foreign- 
speaking workmen in the Edgar 
Thomson mill had not returned to 
work, and were out striking for a re- 
duction in hours. They were not or- 
ganized or disciplined and many of 
them left their homes, some only 
walking in front of their houses and 
some a distance of 100 to 150 feet, 
all arriving in this short distance 
at what is known as 13th Street, 
Braddock. Along this street is a long 
board fence in front of the Edgar 
Thomson mill. 

While these men were gathered 
there some boys threw some rocks. 
Guards which are maintained by the 
company, known as the Coal and 
Iron Police, replied with insulting 
language and gestures, and some of 
the men became excited and angry 
and one crossed the street and at 
tempted to pull a board off the 
fence. He was immediately shot by 
a guard and fell dead. He was picked 
up by a few of his comrades, taken 
across the street and later removed 
to the morgue. This was about one 
o'clock. This murder infuriated the 
men who lived in the neighborhood 
to such a degree that some young 
men, 18 to 20 years of age, threw 
some rocks and stones. No guard, 
watchman, deputy or employe of the 
company, or anyone was struck. 

Here we should pause in our 
description and record the fact that 
the Coroner's inquest, where every 
method was used by the employers 
to produce witnesses, failed to show 
that any guard, any employe, or any 
person serving the company was 
shot, cut, struck or iniured to the 
slightest degree; NOT ONLY UP 
TO THIS TIME BUT THRUOUT 



THE ENTIRE TRAGIC PROCEED- 
INGS OF THIS DAY. AND THIS 
SHOULD BE REMEMBERED IN 
READING THE BALANCE OF 
THIS DESCRIPTION. 

When some of the boys, as stated, 
and men became aggravated by the 
killing of their companion some «>f 
them rushed forward toward the 
transport office. A company man, 
with a repeating magazine rifle, fired 
a number of shots, killing another 
working man, and another volley was 
fired killing another, and wounding 
four so severely that their lives were 
despaired of, some of them being in 
the hospital at the present time. In 
addition to this about 30 more were 
wounded to a lesser degree. The 
crowd then disbanded. J. H. Hall and 
Edgar Donaldson got into an auto- 
mobile at some distance from the 
trouble and drove to the sheriff's of- 
fice where they went to report this 
outrageous murdering of working- 
men. The sheriff proceeded to the 
scene, but did not arrest deputies, 
coal and iron guards or the special 
policemen, or take away from them 
their automatic rifles or automatic 
riot guns. 

Make Wholesale Arrests. 
He, obedient to his steel trust 
masters, proceeded to arrest and in* 
carcerate the friends, associates and 
even some of the workingmen who 
had been shot. A drag-n«t was thrown 
out and the president of the union, 
J. H. Hall, who was not on the spot 
near the shooting or had any parti- 
cipation in it, was lodged in jail. 
Members of the executive committee 
of the union, and &\1 the officials "of 
the union were immediately hustled 
off to bail. 

Then bystanders and strangers, 
not members of the union, were 
jailed. It did n6t stop here. The 
coroner and sheriff arrested one 
woman, who had a child, because she 
was seen in the parade the day be- 
fore. They arrested Bridget Kenney 
whose sole offense was that she ran 
a restaurant and some of the em- 



ployes of the Westinghouse company 
had taken their meals there. Miss 
Kenney went with a reporter of' the 
Pittsburgh Leader, at his request, up 
to within a couple of blocks of where 
the shooting took place. She knew 
some of the men and the streets and 
was assisting him, and while stand 
ing in an automobile some distance 
from the shooting she heard some 
of the volleys fired. A witness be 
fore the coroner's inquest stated that 
some child had come over where he 
was and said that parties across the 
street near the automobile had made 
the statement that a "boom" should 
be placed under a clubhouse. This 
is practically all the evidence pro- 
duced against this woman, and she is 
indicted not only for riot but held 
for the Grand Jury on the charge of 
murder. 

Anna Bell, who had no part or 
parcel in the disturbance on 13th 
Street, was indicted on the charge of 
murder, and 16 others, working men 
and women, were held without trial 
or bail and questioned at the end 
of some two weeks' lime during 
which 35 men and women were lodged 
in jail without any complaint against 
them and without any possibility of 
being admitted to bail, because Cor- 



held because they were shot by steel 
trust thugs and refused to die, and 
others because they were merely 
looking on the massacre. 

The indictments against these par- 
ties were returned into court at noon- 
time on Saturday, 20th day of May. 
Saturday afternoon is a holiday; 
Sunday the jail was closed; Monday 
was the first day tnat attorneys could 
see these men and women in jail as 
defendants to an indictment: Tues- 
day the coroner's jury commenced its 
session in the morning and it lasted 
until evening. This day the lawyers 
defending the indicted working men 
and women had no opportunity to see 
their clients. The Coroner's Jury held 
17 to the Grand Jury for murder upon 
a farcical inquest before a bossed, 
biased and prejudiced jury, where 
three dead working men were the 
subject of the jury's investigation, 
and not a single guard or employe of 
the company showed even a dis- 
colored skin. 

The steel trust, ripe for prepared- 
ness, procures the indictment of 
workingmen because the steel trust 
thugs murdered some of them. Re- 
member, the indictments were re- 
turned so late on Saturday that noth- 
ing could be done; Sunday nothing 
could be done; Monday furnished one 
day; Tuesday the Grand Jury held 
its session, then Wednesday and 
Thursday, and Friday the trial com- 
menced against defendants upon the 
charge of riot where the punishment 
may be 7 years in the penitentiary. 
Tragic And Barbarous. 
When preparation for a defense is 
limited to three days, so short a time 
where there are thirty-three defend- 
ants, it ceases to be judicious. It is 
tragic and barbarous. When the 
district attorney comes out with a 
statement that he is doing it so that 
the men and women will not be kept 
in jail it becomes hideous irony. Mob 
law has some justice, or at least 
something in extenuation. It is the 
outbreak of savage impulses which 
civilization has not completely elimin- 
ated. There is far less to palliate the 
rushing of men and women to trial in 
a community inflamed by passion 
and prejudice where a newspaper 
editorially declares it opportune for 
a trial because the public is clamor- 
ing for a conviction. When the papers 
of a presumably civilized city advo- 
cate a trial because public sentiment 
is ripe for a conviction, and demands 
it, it furnishes an irrisistible reason 
for deliberation and eloquently shows 
a reason and necessity for the work- 
ing class of the city, county, state 
and of the nation to rebel against a 
mis-trial and judicialized lynch law. 
The Grand Jury rendered its decision 
inside of 40 minutes after it retired. 
There was not one of them who could 
have to}d the names of the men who 
were held for the Grand Jury except 
by the lists that were checked off and 
handed to them. Their judgment and 
opinion were determined for them be- 
fore they went into the jury box, and 
the introduction of the evidence was 
a stage setting and form a tribute 
which injustice and outrage pays to 
justice. 

Victims of Greed. 
Those indicted and held to the 
Grand Jury consist of a boy of about 
16 or 17 who threw a rock; Rudolph 
Blum. 20 years of age, Secretary of 



never before been indicted on so flimsy 
evidence; their chief crime is loyalty 
to the working class. But the prose- 
cution is' so vigorous and the deter- 
mination of the employing class to 
have vengeance, and to teach a les- 
son, so relentless, that there is grave 
danger that at least pome of these 
men will be railroaded to the peniten- 
tiary for long terms. They are fight- 
ing your battle as well as their own. 
Send contributions to Socialist Party 
Defense Committee for Westinghouse 
Strikers, 205 Lyceum Building, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 



MARRIAGES MADE 
BY MAMMON 



By JOHN WALKER GUNN, 



oner Jamison maintained that he had .. _ . . 

the right to hold these people in jail the County Committee of the Social- 
as parties to the offense or as wit- j ist Party, his infamy being that he 
nesses without bail. In other words, .held up one end of a banner, another 



if a man accidentally was' present 
and the Coroner thought he saw any- 
thing or heard anything, he threw 
him in jail and the man could not 
release himself by furnishing bail, 
the coroner insisting that he could 
delay the inquest and hold these 
people to suit his convenience, and 
he did so against the protest of 
every decent man who knew the situ- 
ation. 

Brutal and Brazen. 

This is the most brutal, dastardly 
and brazen attempt made for many 
years in this country to jail and 
hang people for the purpose of pre- 
venting the unionizing of a steel in- 
dustry and the organization of its 
workers. 

In West Virginia the hired thugs 
shot the people down but they did not 
jail them without legal process. In 
Michigan the copper kings drove the 
strikers from their homes but they 
did not attempt to jail them by the 
mere wish of a coroner and keep 
them jailed there to suit his con- 
venience. 

When prisoners are lodged in the 
bastile of Pittsburgh's pious war 
munition community, they are not 
permitted to see friends, altho in- 
nocent and not held by warrant or 
indictment. They could see only their 
nearest relatives once a week, and it 
was under these conditions that these 
men and women were kept, some 
strikers and friends and some 
strangers who happened to be near 
the trouble zone. Some were held for 
participation in the riot, so»y *ere 



comrade carried the other end, with 
the words requesting an 8-hour day; 
J. H. Hall, who tried to organize, and 
Fred H. Merrick, the speaker of pro- 
test among the working people of 
this district; Miss Kenney. who runs 
a restaurant to secure a meagre 
livelihood. Steph Ergoris was arrest- 
ed. He was taken from his home by 
thugs of the company, over to the 
office of the plant. He was made to 
stand up and sit down, to stand up 
and sit down. He had been shot in 
the head and therefore his condition 
was dangerous. He did not confess 
shooting or trying to injure any of 
the guards or the property of the 
company under this process of rising 
and sitting, so they promptly slugged 
him so that one leg was swollen twice 
its normal size. Great black and blue 
marks were on his back, so that the 
doctor administered treatment to 
him. The scars and discoloration were 
easily discernable 20 days after this 
brutal assault. It is almost impos- 
sible for a person to credit the 
outrages perpetrated, only a portion 
of which space will permit us to 
enumerate, that can easily be verified 
in detail and without sleuthing. 
The Martyred Dead. 
The names of the three murdered 
workingmen are John Vargo, Michael 
Havrilka, and Alexander Lasok. 

Seymour Stedman, the noted labor 
attorney of Chicago, is in charge of 
the case; with him are associated 
William Brennen, labor attorney of 
Pittsburgh, - and some ten or twelve 
other lawyers. 19 ) ma*)if men have 



Robert Louis Stevenson, in a charm- 
ing essay whose title for the moment 
escapes my mind, humorously refers 
to a certain type of marriage as "an 
intimacy recognized by the police". 

This neat phrase of the gifted 
writer offers a sweeping and fitting 
description of a variety of sexual 
relations which curse the social 
sytem under whose sinister shadow 
we suffer and dwell. 

Whether it be the female parasite 
of the upper classes who marries for 
wealth and social position, or her less 
economically favored sister of the 
working class who is forced into love- 
less wedlock by the grim and practi- 
cal necessity of securing a home and 
living, the sexual arrangement thus 
obtained is no better and is infinitely 
more hypocritical — socially speaking 
— than the frank prostitution of the 
street and the dive. 

The sole difference between these 
kinds of marriage and common prosti- 
tution is that such marriages are 
"recognized by the police," while the 
prostitute is the victim of vicious 
persecution and her unfortunate voca- 
tion is the despised object of social 
scorn. 

* * * * 

ALL SEXUAL relations that are 
loveless and insincere, whether they 
are legal er not, are socially wrong 
and disgraceful. The mere fact that 
such a relation is protected by the 
forms of capitalist law does not 
enhance its respectability in the eyes 
of men and women who love social 
truth. 

Society suffers when a great social 
institution is perverted. The social 
fruits of such an institution are 
rotten and undesirable. 

Marriage is a social institution 
that is firmly established and which 
no one, save degenerate or misguided 
beings of anti-social tendencies, wish- 
es to destroy. 

In spite of the repeated charges of 
its enemies that Socialism seeks to 
destroy the institution of marriage, 
the fact is that Socialists regard the 
home as the important foundation of 
our social life and seek to protect the 
home by elevating marriage to a 
freer, better and more desirable so- 
cial plane than that offered by the 
conditions of capitalism. 

Socialism would make the race 
economically able to enter into the 
marriage relation thru its own free 
and intelligent choice, instead of thru 
the motive of financial convenience or 
■economic necessity as now. 

Socialism would make marriage a 
matter of the head and heart, instead 
of a matter of bread and butter. 



wealth, a* it is to expect that the 
poor will mete and marry after a 
fashion approved by society and the 
eugenists. 

* * * * 
TRUE MARRIAGES cannot thrive 
in . an environment of poverty and 
elavery. 

v Capitalism is the worst enemy of 
marriage and the home. 

Socialism seeks to save the home 
and preserve the sacredness of mar- 
riage by destroying capitalism and 
substituting in its stead a social 
system from which the blight of 
poverty and slavery wiirbe banished 
in the light of freedom and intelli- 
gence. 

IT'S THE SAME OLD FAKE. 

(Special Correspondence.) 
WASHINGTON.— Endorsement of • 
tiusts and employers associations is 
given by the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion, according to a recent 'speech of 
its vice chairman, Edward N. Hurley. 
To the tender mercies of these or- 
ganizations of capitalists the Com- 
mission, created by Congress to hunt 
down and punish sharp business 
practices, is committing the laboring 
man. Listen to Hurley, himself a 
manufacturer: 

"The question of giving to our 
workmen continuous employment so 
that they may average longer periods 
of prosperity can be solved and other 
plans for their welfare can be worked 
out thru trade associations. As we 
have grown in manufacturing capa- 
city we have come to realize that 
our employes are one of the most im- 
portant parts of a successful estab- 
lishment. That management is suc- 
cessful which is not only efficient in 
working out economics in production,, 
but which also has the real interests 
of its employes at heart and which is 
anxious to have as many of its em-.' 
ployes stockholders as possible, and- 
which also realizes that without the 
hearty co-operation and enthusiasm 
of their men the best results cannot 
be obtained. Many corporations and 
firms," — and here is the biggest joke, 
of all — "particularly those in the iron 
and steel industry, are now raising 
salaries and wages without the re- 
quest from their employes." 

Bid For Labor Votes. 
Especially significant is this speech, 
coming as it does on the eve of the 
national political conventions, at 
which a strong bid will be made by 
all the old capitalistic parties for the 
support and votes of labor. 

The Federal Trade Commission is 
an organ of big business and voices 
the hopes of organized manufacturers 
with whom it is working hand in 
hand. These interests believe in the 
new industrial feudalism and some 
individuals in these groups are in 
fact state socialists who, bent on na- 
tional progress and success in the 
great game of international competi- 
tion, are willing to concede decent 
working conditions and even higher 
wages provided that their profits and 
the system of exploitation be allowed 
to exist unhampered. 



Business Ruins Government. 

According to semi-official announ- 
cements the Trade Commission has 
entirely abandoned its early policy of 
running down and reforming bad big 
business. In its eyes all business is 
good as long as it makes money and 
supports the Democratic party. In- 
stead of denouncing and exposing the 
trusts and combines which are exist- 
ing in defiance of the law, instead of 
attempting even to regulate prices, 
profits, conditions of labor and so 
forth, there is a marked return to the 
good old scheme of letting business 
run the government, using the agen- 
cies of the government for boosting 
Its trade both at home and abroad. 

Yet the creation of the Federal 
Trade Commission will be advertised 
from the stump this summer as one 
of the big triumphs of the Wilson 
administration. The only question for 
the wage-earner is, wherein has the 
Trade Commission benefitted me?- 

The answer is, "Not at all". It's 
the same old joke, the same old fake, 
the same old betrayal by a party in 
power of the interests of the people. 

According to the" Detroit, Michi, 
Free Press. Judge Fred S. Lamb of 
Cadillac, Mich., has filed decree de- 
claring Wexford County Socialist 
Party to be voluntary organization 
formed for help and betterment and 
therefore the legal beneficiary of the 
estate of the late James Wellwood, 
Missaukee farmer, whose will pro- 
vided that $500 of his estate should 
go , to the "striking miners of 
Colorado", and the remainder, about 
$2,500, to Wexford Socialists. 



A message from The Hague says 
that the Germans in Antwerp have 
arrested and imprisoned Wauters, the 
Socialist deputy and conductor of the 
Socialist journal the Peuple. 



WHO WILL deny that this ideal of 
Socialism is a splendid ideal? 

Who will say that it is possible to 
live this splendid ideal- in the midst of 
the sordid reality of capitalism? 

How can the poor working girl, 
reared in the dark and evil environ- 
ment of peverty and chance, be ex- 
pected to freely and intelligently 
choose a husband? _ , 

How can a workingman toiling for 
a pitiful wage be expected to assume 
the burden and responsibility of sup- 
porting a home and family? 

It is just as foolish to expect intel- 
ligent and happy marriages among 
the upper and parasitic classes, sur- 
rounded by the degenerating influen- 
ces of selfish luxury and unearned 



THE PANAMA CANAL. 

Public Ownership Successfully 
Worked Out in the Canal Zone; by 
W. J. Donaldson, Seven Years a 
Foreman on The Panama Canal. 

Fourteen years of marvelously 
successful business. During 1913 
the Isthmian Canal Commission 
(United States) netted $105,533.63 
in the Subsistence Department on 
a business of $7,500,000. 

Mr. Donaldson's booklet is a 
strong, practical, convincing argu- 
ment for Socialism, and a clincher 
for the opponents of Government 
Ownership and Operation. Price 
10 cents and postage. Order thru 
Socialist Party, 803 W. Madison 
St., Chicago. 



CARD HOLDERS 

For Membership Red Cards. 

You Jimmie Higginses, who love to carry your red card in your 
pocket, know how it becomes soiled and worn. 

Get the new Red Russia leather card case now. It just fits the Red 
Card, and will last for years. It is a beautiful piece of work and you 
will not regret the quarter spent. Price 25c. 

SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 WEST MADISON STREET, CHICAGO. 



